
SESB to ensure stable 
electricity supply 
KOTA KINABALU: Sabah 
Electricity Sdn Bhd (SESB) is 
r eady to deal w i t h t h e cu r r en t 
ho t w e a t h e r s i tua t ion w h e r e 
energy s torage marg ins a r e 
low a n d ensu re t h e s tabi l i ty of 
electricity supply to consumers. 

According t o i ts Chief 
Execut ive Officer, Ir Ts Mohd 
Yaakob Jaa fa r , marg in capaci ty 
of energy s torage a t th i s po in t is 
only 12 percent and th i s s i tuat ion 
could pose a risk t o t h e s tabi l i ty 
of t h e Sabah Grid. 

"Several s teps have been t a k e n 
to increase t h e marg in of energy 
s to rage u p to 80 MegaWat t 
(MW). This includes increas ing 
the genera t ion capacity a t power 
s t a t ions in Tawau, Sandakan 
and Labuan which can gene ra t e 
addi t ional electr ici ty u p t o 

50MW," he said in a s t a t e m e n t on 
Thursday. 

In addit ion, Mohd Yaakob said 
dur ing peak load times, SESB 
will implement 'Demand Side 
Managemen t ' (DSM) whe reby 
large power users (LPC) in Sabah 
will use thei r o w n genera tor se t s 
a n d th i s will enable t h e Grid t o 
channel 30MW to o ther users. 

"SESB is conf iden t t h a t 
t he se measu res will be able 
t o r educe t h e p r e s su re o n t h e 
grid sy s t em and f u r t h e r avoid 
t h e imp lemen ta t i on of supply 
ra t ion ing t o consumers," he 
added. 

SESB general m a n a g e r Adrian 
Leo Mosigil recent ly said t h e 
scorching t e m p e r a t u r e in Sabah 
is expected t o increase electricity 
usage, p u t t i n g p ressure on t h e 

grid sys tem. Adrian said t h e 
highest energy demand recorded 
a t i ts peak was 1090.73 MW. 

On normal condit ions, t h e 
overal l power gene ra t ion 
capacity is a round u o o M W . 

Among t h e main sources fo r 
lower power capacity genera t ion 
is t h e t e m p o r a r y closure of p a r t 
of t h e ope ra t ion of I n d e p e n d e n t 
Power Producer (IPP) in Kimanis, 
Papar to al low it to safe ly 
conduc t i t s m a i n t e n a n c e work 
o n i ts gas t u r b i n e set. At t h e 
s a m e t ime, t h e energy savings 
margin is too small which is a t 12 
percen t ra te f r o m t h e to ta l power 
genera t ion capaci ty for Sabah 
and Labuan Federal Terr i tory 

This h a s caused SESB t o be 
p r u d e n t in manag ing electr ici ty 
supply t o consumers . 
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