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National 

Anwar kicks off three-nation 
visit to boost bilateral ties, 
promote economic cooperation 
SEPANG: Malaysian Pr ime 
Minis ter Da tuk Seri A n w a r 
Ib rah im yes t e rday e m b a r k e d on 
a ser ies of visi ts to Italy. France, 
and Brazil 

T h e c h a r t e r e d f l ight f r o m 
Malaysia Airl ines ca r ry ing t h e 
p remie r and t h e Malaysian 
delegat ion d e p a r t e d Kuala 
L u m p u r In te rna t iona l Airport at 
2.15pm. 

This vis i ts by t h e Pr ime 
Minister , s t a r t i n g w i t h a th ree-
day official visit t o Italy, f o r m s 
pa r t of Malaysia 's ongo ing 
e f f o r t s to s t r e n g t h e n bi la tera l 
re la t ions and p r o m o t e economic 
coopera t ion a t t h e global level. 

The vis i ts to Rome. Paris, and 
Rio de Jane i ro a im to s t r e n g t h e n 
Malaysia 's d ip lomat ic t ies 
a n d t r a d e re la t ions w i t h t h e 
respect ive nat ions . 

These t h r e e m a r k e t s 
collectively recorded bi la tera l 
t r a d e va lued a t RM50.91 billion 
(US$11.14 billion) last year. 

A n w a r is accompan ied by a 
bus iness de lega t ion compr i s ing 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m ma jo r 
Malaysian co rpo ra t i ons and 
innovat ive enterpr ises , including 
Pe t ronas . Khazanah Nasional 
Bhd. Tenaga Nasional Berhad, 
Maybank . FGV. YTL Power, a n d 
Sunway. 

His i naugura l visit to I taly 
is being u n d e r t a k e n a t t h e 
inv i ta t ion of I ta l ian Pr ime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni. 

According t o Malaysia 's 
Ambassador t o Italy Datuk Zahid 
Ras tam. t h e visit is expec ted 
t o f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n bi la tera l 
re la t ions b e t w e e n t h e c o u n t r i e s 
across a wide range of sectors . 

In Rome, t h e Pr ime Minis ter 
will be accompanied by five 

Cabine t minis ters . name ly 
Foreign Minis ter Da tuk Seri 
M o h a m a d Hasan . T r a n s p o r t 
Minis ter A n t h o n y Loke. 
Agr icu l tu re a n d Food Secur i ty 
Min i s t e r D a t u k Seri M o h a m a d 
Sabu, D e f e n c e Min is te r D a t u k 
Seri M o h a m e d Khaled Nordin . 
and I n v e s t m e n t . T rade a n d 
I n d u s t r y Minis ter Tengku Da tuk 
Seri Z a f r u l Abdul Aziz. 

Also p a r t of t h e de lega t ion 
is D e p u t y Min is te r of Energy 
T r a n s i t i o n a n d W a t e r 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n Akmal 
Nasru l lah Mohd Nasir. 

In Paris, t h e P r ime Min is te r 
is s chedu l ed t o mee t w i t h 
P re s iden t E m m a n u e l Macron, 
w i t h d i scuss ions f o c u s i n g 
on t r ade , t echno logy , a n d 
educa t ion . 

In add i t ion t o t h e r o u n d t a b l e 
w i t h France ' s indus t r ia l giants , 
t h e Pr ime Minis ter will engage 
w i t h local Muslim leaders, mee t 
Malays ian c i t izens in France, 
a n d del iver a public l ec tu re a t 
Sorbonne Universi ty o n July 4. 

Af te r t h e Par is s topover . 
A n w a r will be in Rio de Jane i ro 
t o a t t end t h e 17th BRICS Summi t 
u p o n inv i ta t ion f r o m Pres ident 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 

Malaysia 's role as a BRICS 
P a r t n e r C o u n t r y and Asean 
Chair for 2025 will emphas i se t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of mul t i l a te ra l i sm 
based on law, gove rnance of 
art if icial intell igence, c l imate 
act ion, and global hea l th , 
r ep re sen t i ng t h e a sp i r a t ions of 
over 650 million Asean citizens. 

A n w a r will a t t end t h e BRICS 
S u m m i t as a p a r t n e r c o u n t r y 
in t h e bloc compr i s ing Brazil. 
Russia. India. China, and S o u t h 
Africa. — Bernama 

( # 
Anwar prepares to board the flight to Rome. — Bernama photo 
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