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Sabah plans to take over 
SESB in seven years—Hajiji 
KOTA KINABALU: The Sabah 
government is p lanning t o take 
over Sabah Electricity Sdn 
Bhd (SESB) and is work ing 
ou t a fo rmula to realise t h e 
p lan w i th in seven years f r o m 
now, a special session of t h e 
Sabah S ta t e Assembly w a s told 
yes terday. 

Chief Minis ter Datuk Seri 
Hajij i Noor said current ly , t h e 
s t a t e gove rnmen t holds a 17 
per cent s t ake in SESB, w i t h 
t h e res t by Tenaga Nasional 
Berhad (TNB). He said t h i s 
w h e n winding u p t h e deba te on 
t h e Sabah Energy Commission 
(Amendment) Bill 2024. 

Meanwhile , Hajiji said t h e 
m a i n f ac to r con t r ibu t ing to t h e 
cu r r en t p rob lem of electr ici ty 
supply in Sabah is no t only 
d u e t o t h e lack of genera t ion 
capaci ty b u t also t h e increase in 
user load. 

This can be seen f r o m t h e 
usage of 900 Megawatt to 1,100 
Megawatt in a year following the 
rapid economic development in 
Sabah, he added. 

As such, he said t h e s ta te 
government is focusing on 

ensur ing t h a t t h e shor t - te rm 
Generat ion Development Plan is 
implemented on a fas t t rack to 
achieving t h e genera t ion spare 
capacity t o a s t rong level of 30 
per cent. 

This, he said, would be in line 
wi th t h e Sabah Energy Roadmap 
and Master Plan 2040 (SE-RAMP 
2040) launched last September. 

He said t h e effort , among 
o ther things, involved ren t ing 
diesel-based genera tor sets and 
extending t h e opera t ion of t h e 
existing diesel-based power plant 
in Tawau by 70 Megawatts, as 
well as t h e complet ion of the 62 
Megawatt Large Scale Solar (LSS) 
project th i s year. 

"The proposed instal la t ion of 
a 100 Megawatt Battery Energy 
Storage System scheduled for 
complet ion in 2026 will be done 
earlier for complet ion in 2024, 
and ren t ing a 100MW gas-based 
p lant fo r an in te r im period unt i l 
t h e pe rmanen t 100MW gas plant 
is completed," he added. 

"The operat ion of green energy 
sources t h r o u g h t h e Feed in 
Tariff p rogramme f r o m mini 
hydro sources w i th a capaci ty of 

31.6 Megawatts and biogas w i th 
a capaci ty of 5.6 Megawat ts in 
2024 as well as an addi t ional LSS 
project of 100 Megawatts in 2025," 
he added. 

Hajiji said to ensure t h e 
sustainabil i ty of sufficient 
genera t ion capacity, t h e medium 
and long-term Generat ion 
Development Plan will also 
be implemented, among o ther 
things, involving t h e addit ion of 
genera t ion capacity f r o m hydro 
resources amoun t ing to a round 
400 Megawatts. 

He said t he re will also be a 27S-
kilovolt main t ransmiss ion line 
project, which is t h e complet ion 
of t h e t ransmiss ion line 
connect ing t h e Sabah grid w i th 
Sarawak, and t h e Southern Link 
t ransmiss ion line project. 

"This will f u r t h e r s t r eng then 
t h e capacity and stabili ty of 
Sabah's grid to receive large 
load requests, especially f r o m 
industr ial users in the future," he 
said. 

The Sabah Energy Commission 
(Amendment) Bill 2024 w a s t h e n 
passed wi th a major i ty vote. — 
Bernama 
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