
Putrajaya agrees to hand over 
regulatory power on electricity 
supply, SESB to Sabah 
PUTRAJAYA: The federa l 
gove rnmen t has agreed t o a 
phased h a n d o v e r of regula tory 
power on Sabah 's electricity 
supply and Sabah Electricity 
Sdn Bhd (SESB) t o t h e s t a t e 
government , said t h e Minis t ry 
of Energy Trans i t ion and Public 
Utilities. 

"This decision is pa r t of t h e 
federa l government ' s e f fo r t to 
h o n o u r t h e Malaysia Agreement 
1963," said t h e min i s t ry in a 
s t a t emen t yes terday. 

Phase one involving regulatory 
control over the s ta te ' s power 
supply came in to effect 
yesterday, J a n 3, while the second 

phase involving SESB is expected 
to be completed in 2030. 

"This t r a n s f e r of regu la tory 
power will enab le Sabah t o p lan 
and imp lemen t the deve lopment 
of power supply in t h e s t a t e 
independent ly ," t h e min i s t ry 
said. 

It said t h e federa l g o v e r n m e n t 
is also p repa red t o w o r k w i t h 
and guide t h e Sabah government 
if needed. 

"With th is handover , it is hoped 
t h a t t h e Sabah g o v e r n m e n t will 
a lways be commit ted to tackl ing 
t h e power d i s rup t ion issue in 
t h e s t a t e and also mee t ing t h e 
increase in demand," it said. 

On Oct 13, 2023 whi le t ab l ing 
Budget 2024, Pr ime Minis ter 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, w h o 
is also Finance Minister , said t h e 
federa l a n d Sabah g o v e r n m e n t s 
had reached ag reemen t on t h e 
h a n d o v e r of regu la tory con t ro l 
of power supply, t o be e f fec ted 
on J a n 3 th i s year. 

Anwar said a l though Sabah has 
been given t h e reins, t h e federa l 
gove rnmen t is still p r epa red t o 
assist t h e s t a t e in s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
i ts power supply i n d u s t r y by 
con t inu ing t o subsidise SESB 
unt i l t h e complet ion of t h e SESB 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n Plan in 2030. 
— Bernama 
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