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MPI chief: AI transforms journalism, 
but ethics must guide the future 
KUALA LUMPUR: Ar t i f i c ia l 
In te l l igence (Al) h a s e n t e r e d t h e 
n e w s r o o m , t r a n s f o r m i n g h o w 
j o u r n a l i s t s w o r k w h i l e r a i s i n g 
s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n s a b o u t e th ic s , 
accuracy, a n d t r u s t . 

A c c o r d i n g to M a l a y s i a n P r e s s 
I n s t i t u t e (MPI) p r e s i d e n t D a t u k 
Yong Soo Heong, t h e s e h a v e 
b e e n t h e e t h i c a l c r o s s r o a d s 
c o n f r o n t i n g t o d a y ' s m e d i a 
l andscape . 

"Fa l sehoods a r e cost ly . Jou r -
na l i s t i c i n t e g r i t y d e m a n d s rig-
o r o u s f a c t - c h e c k i n g a n d t r a n s -
p a r e n c y . T r u s t i s a j o u r n a l i s t ' s 
cu r rency , a n d t h o s e w h o mis lead 
r e a d e r s wi l l i nev i t ab ly f a c e ser i -
o u s r epe rcuss ions . " h e told Ber-
n a m a recent ly . 

Yong a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e u n -
den i ab l e b e n e f i t s of AI in boos t -
ing n e w s r o o m p r o d u c t i v i t y , b u t 
s t r e s s e d t h a t t h e co re v a l u e s of 
j o u r n a l i s m , n a m e l y t r u t h , ac-
c o u n t a b i l i t y a n d h u m a n j u d g e -
m e n t . m u s t n e v e r b e c o m p r o -
mised . 

He a l so e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n s 
ove r t h e i n c r e a s i n g r e l i a n c e 
o n AI -gene ra t ed c o n t e n t a n d 
t h e a l a r m i n g r i se of d e e p f a k e s . 
w a r n i n g t h a t , if lef t u n c h e c k e d , 
t h e s e t r e n d s cou ld seve re ly 
e rode publ ic t r u s t in t h e media . 

Yong n o t e d t h a t AI h a d t r a n s -
f o r m e d n e w s r o o m o p e r a t i o n s , 
e n a b l i n g f a s t e r ed i t ing , p e r s o n -
a l i sed c o n t e n t delivery, a n d m o r e 
ef f ic ient w o r k f l o w s , e spec ia l ly 
a m o n g y o u n g e r j o u r n a l i s t s w h o 
p r e f e r r e d AI -gene ra t ed s u m m a -
r ies o v e r t r a d i t i o n a l f ace - to - f ace 
in te rv iews . 

"Contex t , t one , a n d h u m a n 
e x p r e s s i o n a r e i r rep laceab le . 
Only d i r ec t e n g a g e m e n t c a p t u r e s 
t h e n u a n c e s t h a t m a k e a s t o r y 
resonate ." he e m p h a s i s e d . 

He w a r n e d t h a t AI -gene ra t ed 
v i s u a l s h a d b e c o m e a n e w f r o n -
t i e r of m i s i n f o r m a t i o n , c i t i ng 
s e v e r a l r e c e n t i n c i d e n t s in Ma-
lays ia a n d t h e r eg ion i nvo lv ing 
mis l ead ing or doc to r ed imagery . 

T h e s e deve lopmen t s , Yong said, 
u n d e r s c o r e t h e u r g e n t n e e d f o r 
r i g o r o u s ve r i f i ca t ion p r o t o c o l s 
b e f o r e p u b l i s h i n g a n y c o n t e n t 
c r ea t ed or e n h a n c e d by AI. 

He e m p h a s i s e d t h a t AI 

s h o u l d b e s e e n a s a tool f o r 
e m p o w e r m e n t , no t a r ep l acemen t 
fo r h u m a n crea t iv i ty . 

Echoing t h e s e s e n t i m e n t s , Prof 
Dr Manj i t S ingh Sidhu. a n e x p e r t 
f r o m t h e College of C o m p u t i n g 
a n d I n f o r m a t i c s a t Univers i t i 
Tenaga Nas iona l . o b s e r v e d t h a t 
M a l a y s i a n m e d i a o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
h a d b e e n i n t e g r a t i n g AI a t 
v a r y i n g speeds , d e p e n d i n g o n 
t h e i r r e a d i n e s s a n d s t r a t e g i c 
focus . 

He sa id j o u r n a l i s t s w h o em-
braced c h a n g e a n d l ea rned t o 
w o r k w i t h AI would no t only su r -
v ive t h e evo lv ing l a n d s c a p e b u t 

a l s o s h a p e t h e f u t u r e of t r u s t -
w o r t h y . m e a n i n g f u l j o u r n a l i s m . 

He s u g g e s t e d n e w s o rgan i -
s a t i o n s d e v e l o p a n d a d h e r e t o 
s t r i c t e t h i ca l f r a m e w o r k s w h e n 
u s i n g AI. e n s u r i n g t r a n s p a r e n c y 
i n h o w t h e t e c h n o l o g y is appl ied 
t h r o u g h o u t n e w s p roduc t i on . 

To d e e p e n m e d i a p rac t i t i one r s ' 
k n o w l e d g e of Al t echno logy , t h e 
M a l a y s i a n N a t i o n a l N e w s Agen-
cy ( B e r n a m a ) h a s c o o r d i n a t e d 
five AI t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n s — o n e 
e a c h in Kua la Lumpur , Cyber -
j aya , S a r a w a k . S a b a h a n d t h e 
Eas t Coas t . 

Meanwhi l e , r e c o g n i s i n g t h e 
rap id p a c e of AI a d v a n c e m e n t , 
i n c l u d i n g in j o u r n a l i s m , t h i s 
yea r ' s N a t i o n a l J o u r n a l i s t 
Day ( H a w a n a ) c e l e b r a t i o n h a s 
a d o p t e d t h e t h e m e J o u r n a l i s m 
in t h e N e w Era: E m b r a c i n g AI. 
S a f e g u a r d i n g Ethics'. 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s M i n i s t e r 
D a t u k F a h m i Fadzil . w h e n a n -
n o u n c i n g t h e t h e m e on Tues-
day. sa id t h e r i se of AI h a s r ap -
idly t r a n s f o r m e d t h e g a t h e r i n g , 
p r o c e s s i n g a n d d i s s e m i n a t i o n 
of i n f o r m a t i o n , b u t e m p h a s i s e d 
t h a t it m u s t no t c o m e a t t h e ex-
p e n s e of j o u r n a l i s t i c e th ics . 

T h e H a w a n a 2025 c e l e b r a t i o n 
wi l l b e held a t t h e World T r a d e 
C e n t r e Kuala L u m p u r f r o m J u n e 
13 to 15. w i t h t h e h i g h l i g h t — i t s 
o p e n i n g on J u n e 14—scheduled 
t o be off ic ia ted by P r i m e Min i s t e r 
D a t u k Seri A n w a r I b r a h i m . 

More t h a n 1.000 m e d i a 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s local ly a n d f r o m 
a b r o a d a r e e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d 
t h e even t . — B e r n a m a 

East Coast media practitioners are pictured during a training session in Kuala 
Terengganu yesterday, meant to deepen their knowledge of AI technology. 
- Bernama photo 
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