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TNB enters
broadband market

Firm to run pilot project in Melaka to test viability of providing services

By ROSHIDI ABU SAMAH
malacca@thestar.com.my

JASIN: Move over Telekom
Malaysia Bhd (TM). The leading

broadband (HSBB) market that is
now the domain of TM.

In relation to this, TNB will run a
pilot project in Melaka to test the
viability of prwldmg broadband

fibre optic net-
work.

TNB’s entry could pot da.llys:g—
nalmeendomeopody
fixed-line HSBB space and bring
about comy at the network
access

According to an industry execu-
tive, if TNB is successful in its ven-
ture, it would see the entry of more
players of broadband servic-
es, and this eventually lead to
more competition and falling prices

for high-speed packages.
TNB has an mensive fibre optic
network spanning across the nation
with over 12,000km of fibre access,
poles and ducts. It has access to
over eight million customers.

TNB's reach will come in handy to
cover the lack of HSBB access to
certain segments of the population.

Yesterday, TNB said it would start
a pilot project in Jasin this month to
assess the lviabﬂnyem sfafety and
commercial of using its
electrical infrastructure for the gov-
ernment’s National Connectivity
Plan (NCP).

TNB chairman Tan Sri Leo
Moggie said the initiative would
allow faster, cheaper and wider
Internet conn:

to a HSBB network that would be
made available through TNB's fibre
optics, which form part of our exist-
ing camhn;.r:incadnn network,” said

Moggie yest

Moggie said that the pilot
project, TNB would explore the
potential of utilising the available
capacity of TNB's telecommunica-
nnns assets for the NCP without

compromising the safety, security
andtenabﬂityuﬁhe electricity sup-

He s&id TNB would leverage on
the outcome of the pilot for
a decision on the commerci
ity for it to embark on possible
larger-scale NCP participation

nationwide.
“This pilot project will be the plat

ectvity. :
Hesaitlthe ect, which would jom!tommemncepl of

eted by the end of 2018,
wnuld volve 1,100 out of 4,300
houses in Taman Merhm:.’ram

access. The
v und it ey
new existing in 3
haul and retail broadband that
would create competition that

ID

should push broadband prices
down for the benefit of Malaysians,”
e slaig.all lectricity

Globally, e company
assets, be it fibre, poles or ducts, are
med to provide broadband servic-

ln its June 2018 report, the World

Bank Malaysia’s Economic Monitor

has said that there is plenty of room
for more access,

Bhdpan from TM, TIME dotCom
Bhd and Maxis Bhd offer fast broad-
band services in the country, while
Axiata Group Bhd plans to make a
major investment in the fixed
broadband space next year. Maxis
relies on TM's network for its broad-
band access.
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