&isentia

= 1Bz

REGION: KL

MARKET: Malaysia

ITEM ID: DP0122161732

IMaT0e

07 OCT, 2026
France offers to share energy expertise with Malaysia

The Sun, Malaysia

AUTHOR: John Gilbert SECTION: BUSINESS  AUDIENCE : 297,582
ASR: MYR 15,400 WORDS: 850

PHOTO: Full Color

PAGE: 13

PRINTED SIZE: 573.00cm?

© Nationwide News Pty Limited. No redistribution is permitted. This content can only be copied and communicated with a copyright licence.

W BY JOHN GILBERT

sunbiz@gthesundaily.com

KUALA LUMPUR: France is opening
up its energy experience to Malaysia,
particularly in hydropower, low-
carbon, renewables, carbon capture,
nuclear and other power resources
already operational in France.

Deputy head of mission at the
Embassy of France in Malaysia
Olivier Sigaud said growing geo-
strategic uncertainties have affected
the supply chain for oil, gas and fuel,
through the cost of living for people
and of ing costs for ¢

“So, what can France do with
Malaysia to address the challenge of
energy transition? First, we can share
our experience.

“Around 98% of France’s electricity
is low-carbon, thanks largely to
nuclear energy and hydropower. We
have extensive hydropower ex-
perience and can share that expertise
with Malaysia.

"We can also share our experience
in developing a regulatory frame-
work., As you know, the EU energy
market is fully integrated. In
Malaysia, as part of Asean, we are
very interested in the Asean Power
Grid because it is an important part of
strengthening the resilience of the
regional electricity network while
also improving efficiency and cost
effectiveness.

“That is another area where we
can share our experience,” he told
delegates at the Schneider Electric
Innovation Day Kuala Lumpur 2026,
held under the theme "Advancin,
Energy Tech for Malaysia’s Future”
yesterday.

Sigaud said France can help
connect French industry with the
relevant players here in Malaysia.

“As you may know, France already
has a significant footprint in Malaysia,
with around 600 companies pro-
viding some 30,000 jobs. Companies
such as Schneider Electric, which has
been here for decades, have
contributed  significantly 1o this
presence and helped build Malaysia's
industrial ecosystem,” he added.

Sigaud said France can bring a
broad range of expertise, from power
generation and traditional energy
companies such as Electricite de
France, a French multinational

France offers to share energy
expertise with Malaysia

> We can help in power transitionand drawing
up regulatory framework too, says French
embassy deputy head of mission

electric utility company owned by the
French government, and Total-
Energies, to electricity and energy
gement, with 1 p com-
panies such as Schneider Electric.
“But we also have to think about
the future, and that means investing
in human capital, training and
research and development.
“And I think Malaysia is one of the
most promising countries in terms of
its digital ecosystem. From the

upstream, where you have a very
vibrant semiconductor industry that
is trying to move up the value chain

and provide the chips and computing
capacity needed for data centres, o
very good data connectivity, inclu-
ding subsea communication cables,”
Sigaud said,

Speaking on efforts to attract more

Development Authority deputy CEQ
[mvenmenl promotion and faci-
litation) Zalina Zainol said Malaysia
is moving towards a more tech-
nology-intensive, sustainable and
high-value economy.

Malaysia recorded RM218.5 bil-
lion in approved investments across

2,746 projects in the first half of this
year, with more than 99,000 jobs
expected to be created.

“But attracting investment is only
part of the story. We also need to
make sure these approvals translate
into projects on the ground, create
good jobs, provide opportunities for
businesses and bring long-term value
to the economy,” said Zalina,

She added that sectors such as
data centres, semiconductors and
advanced manufacturing were creating
new opportunities for Malaysia, as the
country sought to strengthen its
position in higher-value industries.

In the first half of this year, data
centre and cloud computing projects
accounted for RM95.8 hillion in
approved investments, Zalina said.
“Digital infrastructure is an important
part of this transformation. It sup-
ports Al, cloud computing, auto-

From left: Schneider
Electric East Asia
zone president F
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country president
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Quah; Uniten vice
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Salleh Mohamed
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vice-chancellor
(research and
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Professor Dr Vigna
Kumaran; and
Sigaud at the
signing of the
partnership
between Schneider
Electric and Uniten,
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mation and other advanced tech-
nologies.”

Digital infrastructure would sup-
port Malaysia’s ambition to develop
3,000 smart factories by 2030, she said.

“But these investments need the
right infrastructure, We need reliable
energy and water, digital con-
nectivity, skilled talent and sus-
tainable solutions.”

Zalina said Malaysia has built
strong foundations in these areas, but
as investment needs evolve, its infra-
structure must keep pace. “Invest-
ment readiness and infrastructure
readiness have to move together”

However, she added, the focus
should not be limited to infrastructure,
and more effort is needed to ensure
Malaysian businesses and talent also
participate in and benefit from the
investments coming into the country.

Schneider Electric Innovation Day
Kuala Lumpur 2026 brought together
leaders from government, utilities,
and industry to discuss how elec-
tricity demand, grid readiness,
cooling, water availability, and decar-
bonisation are becoming increasingly
important considerations for in-
vestors, especially with the growth of
Al technologies.

During panel discussions, in-
dustry stakeholders explored how
Malaysia can further strengthen the
infrastructure needed to support its
continued growth.

Ihe event  also rnﬂrh.d the

of ap

Schneider Electric and  Universiti
Tenaga Nasional (Uniten). The colla-
boration brings together Schneider
Electric’s global energy technology
expertise and the university's research
and talent development capabilities,

hening France-Malaysia co-
nperallun in areas that can help
Malaysia prepare its energy systems
and workforce for future growth.




