
Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.

GROUND CREW MEMBER KILLED

‘Copter in crash was wet-leased’
KUALA LUMPUR: The Bell 206L-4
Long Ranger helicopter, which
crashed and killed a ground crew
member in Bentong, Pahang, on
Thursday, was wet-leased and
fully operated by an Indonesian
company, PT Zaveryna Utama.
MHS Aviation Bhd told the New
Straits Times that it
had leased the air-
craft for Tenaga Na-
sional Bhd’s (TNB)
500-kilovolt and
700-kilovolt cable
installation project.
“The Bell 206L-4
Long Ranger heli-
copter (registration
number PK-ZUV)
involved in the in-
cident was wet-
leased byMHSAviation Bhd.
“Under this arrangement, the
aircraft is owned and fully op-
erated by PTZaverynaUtama, in-
cluding flight operations, crew
andmaintenance.
“The flight was carried out by
PTZaverynaUtama’s operational
team, with Captain Kustiyadi as
the pilot,” it said.

A wet lease is an agreement
where an airline or aviation com-
pany (the lessor) provides an air-
craft along with its crew, main-
tenance and insurance to another
company (the lessee) for a spec-
ified period.
In this arrangement, the air-

craft is fully operat-
ed by the lessor,
while the lessee
typically manages
scheduling, cargo
or passenger ar-
rangements.
MHS Av i a t i on
said its rolewas lim-
ited to project coor-
dination and that it
was fully cooperat-
ing with the ongo-

ing investigation by authorities.
On whether the company
would revise its standard oper-
ating procedure (SOP) for aerial
work following the incident,MHS
Aviation said safety remained its
top priority, with regular reviews
of protocols to ensure compli-
ance with the highest aviation
standards.

“Our SOP is reviewed and up-
dated annually or whenever nec-
essary, subject to approval by the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Malaysia.We also benchmark our
practices against global aviation
safety standards.”
It said that it would assess any
necessary safety enhancement
once findings aremade available.
OnThursday, an Indonesian en-
gineer was killed when the main
rotor blade of a helicopter that
landed on its side struck his head.
Finsen Reskey Sembiring was
part of the ground crew for the
light helicopter, which was being
used for TNB’s East Coast Rail
Link work, when the incident oc-
curred about 10.30am. The pilot
escaped unhurt.
The helicopter was attempting
to land for refuelling when it lost
control and landed on its side,
catching fire.
Pahang Fire and Rescue De-
partment acting director Wan
Ahmad Fadillah Wan Abdul Rah-
man said the engineer, who was
on the ground,was then struck by
themain rotor blade.

Under this
arrangement,

the aircraft is
owned and fully
operated by PT
Zaveryna Utama
(Indonesian
company)...
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