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Major gas supply crisis 
8,000 premises face disruptions after Putra Heights fire 
By FARIK ZOLKEPLI 
and JUNAID IBRAHIM 
newsdesk@thestar.com. my 

SUBANG JAYA: Power stations 
and some 8,000 residential and 
commercial premises, including 
300 factories, are affected by the 
natural gas supply disruption fol-
lowing the gas pipeline fire at 
Putra Heights last week. 

Selangor infrastructure and 
agriculture committee chairman 
Datuk Izham Hashim said 330 
million cubic feet of gas is needed 
daily for the affected areas. 

"200 million cubic feet of gas is 
needed for the power stations, 
while 130 million cubic feet is for 
the remaining areas. 

"We will discuss with Gas 
Malaysia and PETRONAS to see 
how we can minimise the impact 
on the affected areas," he told a 
press conference at the incident 
operation centre yesterday. 

He said the four affected power 
stations are the Connaught Bridge 
Power Station, the Pulau Indah 
Power Station, the Sultan 
Salahuddin Abdul Aziz (KEV) 
Power Station and the Putrajaya 
Power Station. 

"However, one of the stations 

can alternate between gas and 
coal while another can alternate 
between gas and oil," he said. 

On another matter, Izham said 
power and telecommunication 
services will be fully restored in 
houses affected by the Putra 
Heights gas pipeline fire by 
Friday. 

"It will involve all houses except 

for the ones severely damaged by 
the fire. 

"The respective utilities provid-
ers have given assurance that 
power and telecommunications, 
including Unifi service, will be 
resolved by Friday," he said. 

He added that power and tele-
communication services could 
not be restored to those houses 

where the wiring and other infra-
structure were damaged. 

"The investigation into the 
cause of the fire is still ongoing. 

"The Selangor Mentri Besar will 
announce once we receive con-
clusive findings," he said. 

Comprehensive measures to 
improve the safety of the gas pipe-
line could only be implemented 
once the cause of the fire has been 
determined, he added. 

"Our ultimate goal is to ensure 
such an incident does not recur. 

"However, the investigation 
will take time as it involves vari-
ous aspects," he said. 

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk 
Seri Amirudin Shari had earlier 
said that the technical investiga-
tion into the gas pipeline fire will 
only start on April 15 after the 
ground at the site has stabilised. 

Amirudin added that work to 
strengthen and stabilise the site 
commenced on Monday. 

Disaster zone: Authorities coordinating efforts to allow residents 
access to check on their homes and belongings. - Bemama 
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