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Madius calls for 
stronger ASEAN-
China energy ties 
KOTA KINABALU: Sabah 
Electricity cha i rman Da tuk Seri 
Panglima Wilfred Madius Tangau 
called fo r deeper ASEAN-China 
energy coopera t ion to build a 
green and in terconnected energy 
fu tu re . 

Madius, w h o is also a f o r m e r 
Depu ty Chief Minister of Sabah, 
made t h e call while a t t end ing 
t h e Regional Comprehens ive 
Economic Pa r tne r sh ip (RCEP) 
Indus t ryCoopera t ionConference 
in Hefei, Anhui, China on J u n e 3 
to 5 

Madius was invi ted as a 
keyno te speaker and f o r u m 
guest by Sabah China Chamber 
of Commerce pres ident Da tuk 
Frankie Liew, and Tan Siew Ling, 
Vice Pres ident and Chai rperson 
of t he Women En t rep reneur s 
Committee. 

When speaking abou t regional 
energy cooperat ion, he no ted 
t h a t ASEAN is cu r ren t ly at a 
critical j u n c t u r e in its energy 
t ransi t ion, and it is essential t o 
s tr ike a balance be tween power 
reliability, a f fordabi l i ty and 
sustainabili ty. 

He emphasized t h a t China, 
as a global leader in energy 
technology and indus t r ia l 
development , can play a 
posit ive role in ASEAN's green 
development t h rough its suppor t 
in technology, i nves tmen t and 
expertise. 

"To achieve these goals, 
regional coopera t ion is vital. 
Collaborat ing wi th global 
leaders like China and engaging 
in exchanges of technology, 
i nves tmen t and knowledge will 
accelerate our deve lopment 
efforts," said Madius. 

He specifically highl ighted 
Malaysia 'sproactivedevelopment 
in solar photovol ta ic (PV) energy 
and its close col laborat ion wi th 
ASEAN count r ies in renewable 

energy as a reflection of i ts 
c o m m i t m e n t to a sus ta inab le 
and in tegra ted regional energy 
fu tu re . 

He also s t ressed t h a t 
t h r o u g h s t ra tegic cooperat ion, 
technological innovat ion, band 
policy leadership, Malaysia is 
playing a key role in dr iving the 
region's energy transi t ion. 

"China's b r e a k t h r o u g h s 
in photovol ta ic module 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g are poised 
to play a crucial role in t h e 
global renewable energy 
t ransformation," he added. 

Madius pra ised t h e 
organiza t ion of t h e conference 
and extended his congratula t ions 
on t h e es tab l i shment of t he 
China-ASEAN Photovol ta ic 
Indus t ry Cooperat ion Committee 
and t h e China-ASEAN New 
Energy Vehicle Indus t ry 
Cooperat ion Committee. He 
expressed hope t h a t these two 
mechan i sms would effectively 
p romo te deep coopera t ion 
in key green sectors such as 
photovol ta ics and new energy 
vehicles wi thin the region. 

During the meeting, Madius 
in t roduced Sabah Electricity to 

delegates f r o m various countries. 
The company is 83% owned 
by Tenaga Nasional Berhad 
(TNB), 17% by t h e Sabah Sta te 
Government , while Malaysia's 
Minis t ry of Finance holds a 1% 
"golden share." 

He noted t h a t Sabah, located in 
East Malaysia, faces challenges 
in power grid i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
due to its un ique geographical 
setting, b u t also holds great 
po ten t ia l fo r driving green 
energy t ransformat ion . 

"As t h e main ut i l i ty company 
serving Sabah and the Federal 
Terr i tory of Labuan, Sabah 
Electricity cur ren t ly serves over 
700,000 cus tomers . Beyond i ts 
power supply mission, it is also 
commit ted to p romot ing energy 
diversif icat ion and improving 
efficiency to accelerate t he 
shif t t o w a r d s a sus ta inable 
energy s t ruc ture , con t r ibu t ing 
to Malaysia's na t ional vision of 
carbon neutra l i ty by 2050." 

He concluded by wishing t h e 
conference great success and 
expressed his hopes to work 
h a n d in h a n d w i t h all par t ies to 
ushe r in a new phase of regional 
energy cooperation. 

Madius (centre) speaking on ASEAN-China energy cooperation at the 2025 
RCEP Member States Cooperation Dialogue. 
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