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‘RM100 ai
KUALA LUMPUR: The RM

d increase nough for daily c

free tertiary education to
Sarawakian students at state-
owned universities, including

as Belaga and Hulu Rajang, their
challenges involve not only tui-
tion fees but also transport, acco-

Hajiji Noor described Budget 2027
as a comprehensive budget that
alleviates the people’s financial

our country’s economy and fi
cial position despite the impac
the ongoing crisis in the M

increase in monthly aid for bed-
ridden persons with disabilities
(OKU) and chronically ill patie
is insufficient to cover the cost of
daily care, says an advocate.

Malaysia Independent Living
Association for Disabled presi-
dent Sia Siew Chin said the associ-
ation had proposed raising the
monthly assistance to RM800.

She said families faced substan-
tial expenses for adult diapers,
medication, special nutrition and
transport.

Under Budget 2027, the month-
ly assistance for bedridden OKU

monthly pocket money for those

and chronically ill patients will
increase from RM500 to RM600.

The income eligibility threshol
for the Disabled Workers’
Allowance will also be raised
from RM1,700 to RM2,000.

Sia said the adjustment is
important as persons with disa-
bilities face additional costs for
transport, mobility aid, assistive
devices and personal assistance
to participate in employment.

However, she called for the
threshold to be reviewed regu-
larly in line with wage increases
and the rising cost of living.

“We must also avoid a situation

mmodation and living expenses.

where a person with a disability
loses financial assistance simply
because they receive a small
salary increment. Such a system
could unintentionally discourage
career progression.”

Mohamad Azman Shukri, 48,
who is caring for his bedridden
mother after she suffered a stroke
last year, was thankful for the
additional RM100 in aid but
hoped the government would
continue to increase the aid in
line with the rising cost of living.

“Although it may not seem
much, the money somehow helps
a lot for families already strug-

burden and reflects the strength

gling to cover expenses.
“I think the government should

understand how high the cost of
caring for an ill and bedridden
person can be,” he said, adding
that he and his younger sibling
had taken on extra jobs to cover
their mother’s medication costs of
between RM1,400 and RM1,700 a
month.

“In some months, when her
condition worsens and we have
to take her to multiple medical
appointments, the cost can exceed
RM2,000,” he said.

In the Budget, the Special
Education Needs Student

East.”
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Energy measures must shield users from cost shocks
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