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ELECTRIFYING SEASON FOR TENAGA
Club power to first
treble of Charity
Shield, Malaysia
Hockey League and
TNB Cup
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nstsp or t@nst.com.my

TENAGA Nasional cele-
brated a remarkable sea-
son by thwarting arch-ri-
v a l s  T e r e n g g a n u  t o

achieve their first treble.
Fuelled by 10 national players,

the team clinched the Charity
Shield, Malaysia Hockey League
(MHL) and the TNB Cup.

While the MHL stands out as one
of Asia’s premier club competi-
tions, there's room for improve-
ment to elevate its status, bringing
it on par with renowned European
league s.

The Malaysian Hockey Confed-
eration (MHC) should aim to en-
hance the league's allure, attract-
ing more sponsors and subse-
quently increasing prize money
for podium finishers.

This season, the MHL champi-
ons received only RM50,000, and
T N B  C u p  w i n n e r s  e a r n e d
RM2 5,000.

In 2018, champions in both com-
petitions received RM100,000,
drawing 31 teams compared to this
year's 21 teams.

The inclusion of China's Liaon-
ing added valuable competition,
especially in the women's league
this year.

MHC should consider inviting
more foreign teams, fostering
competitiveness and appeal.

With no regular Asian-level club
competitions in the continent,
perhaps MHC could start some-
thing to promote hockey by invit-

ing clubs from South Korea, Hong
Kong, Japan, Oman, Pakistan, In-
dia and even Singapore and Thai-
land to participate in the MHL.

Former FIH technical official

Jusvir Singh Dhaliwal proposed a
two-division format for the men's
competition due to numerous
double-digit scores this year.

“Teams like Tenaga, Tereng-
ganu, Maybank, Nurinsafi, and
UiTM should compete in the Pre-
mier Division, while TNB Thun-

derbolts, Armed Forces, Liaoning,
JW Antsbees, KL City, and Young
Elephants play in Division One,”
said Jusvir.

“For example, Antsbees were in
the MHL to expose some of their
young players.

“However, it turned out to be an

embarrassing experience for Ants-
bees, who conceded 85 goals and
scored 17 times in 10 matches.”

MHC should also make it com-
pulsory for all states in the country
to register at least one team in the
MHL from next season to promote
ho ckey.

Tenaga goalkeeper Hairi Rahman (left)
saves a shot from Terengganu’s Fitri Saari

(right) in the TNB Cup final at the
National Hockey Stadium, Bukit Jalil, on

Saturday. PIC BY HAIRUL ANUAR RAHIM
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