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Kishida: Malaysia a key
Asean clean energy partner

KUALA LUMPUR: Japan regards
Malaysia as playing a crucial role
in advancing clean energy coop-
eration in Southeast Asia, partic-
ularly in its role as this year’s
Asean chair and co-host of the
Asia Zero Emissions Community
(AZEC) ministerial meeting.

Former Japanese prime minis-
ter Fumio Kishida said Malaysia’s
leadership came at a pivotal time
for regional decarbonisation ef-
forts.

“As this year’s Asean chair and
co-host country of the AZEC min-
isterial meeting, Malaysia plays a
crucial role in advancing decar-
bonisation projects across the re-
gion,” he said.

Kishida, who was on a two-day
working visit to Malaysia, is also
the supreme adviser to the
Parliamentary Association of
AZEC.

He said current AZEC initia-
tives spanned areas such as pow-
er transmission, distribution and
renewable energy — which were
expected to align closely with
Asean’s clean energy efforts.

“We expect these efforts to cre-
ate strong synergies with Asean
initiatives, including the Asean
Power Grid concept.”

AZEC is a Japan-led initiative
launched in 2022 to promote
decarbonisation across Asia
through regional collaboration,
technology transfer and public-
private partnerships.

The initiative aims to balance
climate action with sustainable
economic growth, particularly in
emerging economies.

Kishida, who is also the special
envoy of the Japanese prime
minister, said Tokyo saw Malay-
sia as a “very reliable partner”

that had taken active steps to-
wards its energy transition, in-
spired partly by AZEC.

T e giredad puania' i ant
laboration between our two
countries in advancing decar-
bonisation,” he said, noting that
ongoing cooperation covered
projects in carbon capture and
storage, ammonia, sustainable
aviation fuel and power grid de-
velopment.

“During this visit, I strongly felt
both the diversity of needs re-
lated to decarbonisation in
Southeast Asian and the high ex-
pectations placed on Japan, as
many projects are already under-
way,” he said.

Kishida noted that site visits
and engagement with businesses
had reinforced the importance of
the government taking the
lead in building effective part-
nerships with regional counter-
parts.

He also emphasised the grow-
ing role of Japan’s AZEC Parlia-
mentary League in promoting
the initiative from a legislative
perspective.

“As a parliamentary group, we
hope to contribute to the promo-
tion of AZEC from a uniquely par-
liamentary perspective by lever-
aging each member’s broad net-
work and facilitating dialogue
with partner countries, business-
es and other stakeholders.”

Looking ahead to ministerial
and summit-level meetings,
Kishida added that the group in-
tended to submit formal recom-
mendations to the Japanese
government based on the out-
comes of this visit to support
AZEC’s progress further. Berna-
ma
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Former Japanese prime minister Fumio Kishida says Malaysia’s
leadership comes at a pivotal time for regional decarbonisation
efforts. BERNAMA PIC
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