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Japan hails Malaysia's regional decarbonisation efforts 
KUALA LUMPUR: Japan sees Malaysia as 
playing a crucial role in advancing clean 
energy cooperat ion in Southeast Asia, 
particularly in its role as this year's Asean 
chair and co -hos t o f the Asia Zero 
Emissions Communi ty (Azec) ministerial 
meet ing. 

Former Japanese pr ime minister Fumio 
Kishida said Malaysia's leadership comes 
at a p i vo ta l t ime for reg iona l 
decarbonisat ion efforts, wi th numerous 
Azec-re la ted projects already in progress. 

Kishida, w h o was on a two-day work ing 
visit to Malaysia, is also t h e Supreme 
Adviser to the Parl iamentary Association 
of Azec. 

He said current Azec initiatives span 
areas such as p o w e r t ransmission. 

l 

distr ibution and renewable energy, which 
are expec ted to align closely with Asean's 
clean energy efforts. 

" W e expec t these e f fo r ts to 
c reate s t rong synerg ies w i t h Asean 
initiatives, including the Asean Power Grid 
concept." 

Azec is a Japan- led initiative launched 
in 2022 to p romote decarbonisat ion across 
Asia t h rough reg iona l co l laborat ion, 
t echno logy transfer and pub l ic -pr iva te 
partnerships. The initiative aims to balance 
c l imate action wi th sustainable economic 
g rowth , par t icu lar ly in e m e r g i n g 
economies. 

Kishida, w h o is also the special envoy of 
the Japanese pr ime minister, said Tokyo 
sees Malaysia as a "very reliable partner" 

that has taken active steps towards its 
energy transition, inspired partly by Azec. 

"I see great potent ial for col laborat ion 
be tween our t w o countr ies in advancing 
decarbonisat ion," he said, add ing that 
ongoing cooperat ion covers projects in 
carbon capture and storage, ammonia, 
sustainable aviation fue l and power grid 
deve lopment . 

Kishida said site visits and engagement 
w i th bus inesses had re in fo rced the 
importance of the government taking the 
lead in bui lding effect ive partnerships wi th 
regional counterparts. 

He also emphas ised the growing role 
o f Japan's Azec Parl iamentary League in 
promot ing the initiative f rom a legislative 
perspective. - Bernama 
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