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'Watch your 
tenants' 
utility bills 
closely' 
PETALING JAYA: Revising cur-
rent laws and introducing a bet-
ter monitoring system on tenants 
is a must to curb electricity thefts 
especially those caused by illegal 
crypto mining, experts say. 

There should be a rental data-
base on tenants, said criminolo-
gist Datuk Dr P. Sundramoorthy of 
Universiti Sains Malaysia. 

"If a tenant frequently has high 
utility bills, or if there are reports 
of electrical theft or meter tam-
pering, he could be flagged in the 
system for fur ther scrutiny. 

"This could help landlords, law 
enforcement authorities and utili-
ty companies prevent illegal min-
ing operations before they 
become widespread," he said 
when contacted. 

There have been cases of prop-
erty owners crying foul after they 
ended up with huge bills when 
their tenants secretly conducted 
illegal crypto mining operations, 
which consumed a lot of electrici-
ty. 

Sundramoorthy said the gov-
ernment should look into amend-
ing the Electricity Supply Act to 
ensure joint responsibil i ty 
between homeowners and ten-
ants on matters related to electric-
ity consumption. 

"By making both part ies 
accountable, it would force ten-
ants to think twice before engag-
ing in illegal activities," he said. 
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