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PROTECTION PROGRAMME

RM200M FOR COASTAL EROSION
Federal govt
approves funds
to expedite
mitigation efforts
in Terengganu

NAZDY HARUN
KUALA BERANG
news@ nst.com. my

T HE federal government
has approved RM200
m i l l i on to e x p e di te
coastal erosion mitiga-

tion efforts in Terengganu, said
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

He said the approval was grant-
ed after Terengganu Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Samsuri
Mokhtar raised the matter with
him.

Anwar commended the rele-
vant agencies, including the Pub-
lic Works Department, for their
swift action in implementing the
coastal protection project.

“I take this opportunity to clar-
ify the situation because some-
times what we do is different from
what is alleged by certain quar-
ter s.

“Differences in opinion are ac-
ceptable, but slander and nega-
tive assumptions are not, as they
contradict the reality on the
ground. Do not be influenced by
claims that the federal govern-
ment is not assisting Terengganu
in terms of development,” he said
at the launch of the Floating Solar
Hydro Hybrid and Green Hydro-
gen Hub development projects in
Kenyir near here yesterday.
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Present were Samsuri and
Deputy Energy Transition and
Water Transformation Minister
Akmal Nasrullah MohdNasir.

Also present were Tenaga Na-
sional Bhd (TNB) chairman Tan
Sri Abdul Razak Abdul Majid,
P e t ro l i a m N a s i o n a l B hd
(Petronas) chairman Tan Sri Mo-
hd Bakke Salleh, TNB president
and chief executive officer Datuk
Megat Jalaluddin Megat Hassan;
and Petronas group president and
chief executive officer Tan Sri
Te n gku Mu ha mma d Ta u f ik
Tengku Aziz.

Meanwhile, Bernama reported
Anwar as saying Terengganu had
been chosen to be the first state to
implement the Madani Tuition
programme with an allocation of
RM5.27 million.

The initiative, he said, would
benefit 9,408 students, involving
the assistance of 614 teacher s.

Anwar said Terengganu was
chosen because of its students’

excellent achievements in public
examinations.

“This assistance is with the co-
operation of teachers... This is the
first programme in Malaysia,” he
said at the closing ceremony of
the Terengganu People’s Madani
P ro g r a m m e 2 025 i n K u a l a
Tereng ganu yesterday.

Present were Samsuri Mokhtar,
Wo r ks M i n i st e r D a t uk Se r i
Alexander Nanta Linggi and Ed-
ucation Minister Fadhlina Sidek.

Anwar said the implementation
of the programme under the
poverty eradication initiative in
Terengganu was in addition to
the RM100 assistance channelled
for the purchase of books and
reading materials for schoolchil-
dren and teachers.

Its imp le me ntation, he said,
would be supervised by the min-
ister and secretary- general of the
ministry involved, with plans to
extend it to Kelantan next.

Anwar also said the govern-

ment had approved the construc-
tion of a matriculation college in
Marang in addition to the acqui-
sition of land for the Kuala
Terengganu Polytechnic campus.

On another matter, Anwar said
RM30 million had been set aside
for Terengganu through the Se-
jaTi Madani Programme, a unity
government initiative that b oosts
community economic activities.

He said funds were disbursed to
each village, empowering them to
select and collectively determine
the requirements for their chosen
community economic activities.

“I went toa village in Parit Bun-
tar, Perak. I saw them (villagers)
buying drones... They bought two
drones and rented them out to
spray fertiliser.

“Now, every month they earn a
net profit of RM 30,0 00. ..

“If we empower the villagers
and manage it well, sometimes
the project is better than other
projec ts,” he said.
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