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‘Think before you post comments’

Educationist: There are too many cases of rude postings disrupting peoples’ lives

PETALING JAYA: All it quic was
one viral Facebook post for Flona's
(not her real name) life to turn
upside down.

It started with a housemate com-
plaining about Fiona—who is in her
205 - hoarding rubbish in her room.

The post, which revealed Fiona's
name and phone number, quickly
went viral.

"l read all the comments on
Facebook, forum, online news and
even WhatsApp Some
even wrote that lhr;mwwl\l

with
extreme depression, anxiety and
stress, has become a victim of 2
huﬁm even developing
s,

D

She:}howed The Star :hel;:n—
dreds of WhatsApp messages har-
amngherandthgpmmdmlkhﬂ
by strangers — many made at 2am
or 3am - on her handphone. Her
photos were also circulated online.
Fiona's case is just one of many
Malaysians whose lives were
}:pﬂndzd&uetnsnd&lmhbdmv-
our.

In the first two weeks of January
alone, four Malaysians regumd:y
lost their jobs due 1o

“What is the point of scoring A's
mﬂhﬂnﬂimhul;uladtdm
good etiquette’
“These things should be part and
P:ﬂrysoiuuredmunnm'he

He is among academicians and
education who are saying
thatit is time that social media
etiquette is taught to children in
sdmhmhcwtobehmw

bly anline

Social media analyst Assoc Prof
Dr Sara Chinnasamy said
Malaysians' inconsiderate online
elﬁlagemml was a sign of a wider

their thoughts rather than
mmﬁg‘éﬂu the sensitivities of
raceand religlon.

“We are still left behind In argu-
ing matters in a healthy and con-
structive manner,” said the
Universitl Tt i M

media analysis studies have become

compulsory,
%dlrumr-gmual Datuk Ahmad
judin Jab said media literacy was
an important skill to have in the
21st ceny
“Media literacy covers a wide

ara |
matmoslmuple\vmudm
be a “hero” on social media,

*“There is an attitude of ‘who posts
ﬂmanl‘-’ncebuok‘ which hmledln

social media over allegedly o#en-
sive comments on the recent
abdication of the King.

Three of them are under investi-
gation for sedition after being
‘arrested and released on bail.

Educationist Datuk N. Siva
Subramaniam described the recent
arrests and the of a car
company employee over her com-
ments on fireman Muhammad
Mohd Kassim's death as an “eye

opener”,
“Something must be done (at the
education level),

thnusimw

As a result, the Malaysian social
media landscape was rife with dis-
information, news, political
hatred and defamation, Sara,

“In Taiwan, primary school

students are already 10
the media literacy wlmsd she

In 2017, Time.com reported that
Taiwan was rolling out & new school
curriculum for children on how to
identify and combat fake news
while that same year in Brazil,

tion without m
added.

that the remarks were made in the
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