Headline
TENAGA

NASIONAL MediaTitle
= Bobber Prighter. Date
Circulation
Section
ArticleSize
PR Value

Newspaper project bags a record
The Star

14 Jan 2019
201,943
Metro

701 cm?
RM 112,185

Language English
Readership |605,829
Page No 7
Journalist |N/A

The team celebrating
after receiving the
recognition from
MEBR.

Newspaper project bags a record

University students and volunteers put 1,000kg of recyclables to good use

MORE than 300 volunteers from Universiti
Tenaga Nasional (Uniten) came together for
Project Newspaper “There's No Planet B”.
The project aimed to fight plastic poallution
by making 21,505 paper bags from used
newspapers in one day, while getting recog-
nition in the Malaysia Book of Records (MBR)
for the “Most Number of Paper Bags made
from Recyclable Newspapers”. It was held at
South Court, The Mines, Seri Kembangan.
Project Newspaper was founded and
directed by Bhoshaga Mitrran Ravi
Chandran, 19, a Uniten undergraduate in
Civil Engineering, while the event was
arganised by Uniten and its College of
Foundation and Diploma Studies (CFDS) as
well as Foundation Club, with joint project
partner Lions Club of Kuala Lumpur City.
The team comprised 20 crew members
and over 300 volunteers consisting of Uniten
students, lecturers, family members and the

public

Newspapers weighing about 1.000kg were
used to make the paper bags; 400kg was
sponsored by The Star, 300kg from the uni-

versity and the remaining 300kg was con-
tributed by the community.

Bhoshaga said he was moved by National
Geographic's documentary on plastic pollu-
tion.

A group of marine environmentalists
found a turtle with what they thought was a
worm in its nose, only to realise it wasa
straw. Extracting it was no easy task and the
poar turtle was in great pain.

Volunteers turning used newspapers into paper bags.

He pitched the idea to his club and
received massive support and guidance from
club and project adviser huhaida Mohd

During the activity, they were entertained
by a live band performance by Astena and

Shalkri as well as Samsuddin Musa and other
lecturers.
The project began with a three-hour “Pre-
Newspaper Festival™ at The Link in Uniten.
‘About 100 volunteers from various clubs -

Determined to make a change, Bhosh
and his team decided to make the attempt to
enter the Malaysia Book of Records.

Uniten Vol ing Club, Anak Seni Tenaga
Nasional (Astena), Floorball Club, Archery
Club and [EEE, among athers — chipped in.

ged to produce 2,201 paper bags.

The second part of the project began five
hours later at South Court, The Mines, Seri
Kembangan, where the remaining paper
bags were made.

Volunteers worked non-stop, only to take
brief meals and prayer breaks as it was
imperative to keep up with speed.

They sat in production lines of four, each

carrying out their own tasks and finally tag-
ging the bags with serial number stickers.

To reduce fatigue, the volunteers listened
to music and were kept motivated by the live
count of paper bags produced.

Just over 13 hours later, the group man-
aged to hit 21,505 bags,

During the closing ceremony, an official
from MBR presented a certificate to Uniten
deputy vice-chancellor (Management and
Development) Prof Dr Siti Salbiah Mohamed
Shariff.

Also present at the event were College of
Foundation and Diploma Studies deputy
dean Dr Rosmiza Mokhtar, Facility
Development and Management Department
senior manager Ir Chan Kim Liang and MBR
representatives.

A total of 21,500 paper bags will be distrib-
uted to the public via the university and
local participating businesses and malls.

Project Newspaper project Is in line with
the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) specifically addressing Goals 12
and 14,

The primary objective of Goal 12 is to

ensure sustainable consumption and produc-

tion patterns, while Goal 14 focuses on con-
serving and sustainable use of the oceans,
‘seas and marine resources for sustainable
development.

It is also in accordance with Uniten's Zero
Waste Campaign, where the university
indoctrinates its students to adopt a “green
attitude™ by cleaning up and sorting waste.

Project Newspaper was sponsored by
Uniten, The Mines Shopping Centre and The
Star.
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