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Ulu Padas Dam project on track

Daily Express (KK), Malaysia

Expected to be completed by 2030; Failure claims inaccurate

Ulu Padas Dam project on track
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KOTA KINABALU: The Ulu Padas Dam is
expected to be completed by zogo and wl]J
help ensure stable electricity su

h and Labuan b\' m
reserve margi
Chief Minister [

He said the project will also support a
new water supply scheme capable of meet-
ing Sabah's water needs for up to a century
through the Ulu Padas Water Supply
Scheme (SBAUP), which is expected to
deliver six billion litres daily.

He said the project had been delayed
due to multiple factors, including changes
in sharcholding, technical stuclies, govern-
ment postponements and the Covid-1g
pandemic, but is now progressing steadily
under the Energy Commission of Sabah
(Ecos).

“It is not accurate to claim that Kerjaya
Kagum Hitech ]V Sdn Bhd failed to deliver
the project,” he said during question time
at the State Assembly sitting, Monday, clar-
ifying that the company currently holds
only a 15 per cent stake in the project
developer, Upper Padas Power Sdn Bhd.

consent of the copyright owner.

He added that Gamuda Berhad, hold-
ing 45 perce ority \lhmlmldu
and lead developer, while the §
ernment owns 40 per cent via

abah

Corporation (SEC), ensuring full
Ivement and oversight.

ah Energy Council approved
024, and the

final tariff on Aug 22,
l'nwcr I’urr hase r\gﬂ-cmrnl i

(Iuw: b'. ‘1\;)[\ mber,” aj
dam’s scheduled completion by December
2030,

The dam, he said, will also provide
additional benefits such as the potential
for up to 200 megawatts of loating sc
energy, support for freshwater fish
and forest research across 4,000 hectares
of catchment area, and eco-tourism
opportunities.

He added that the dam would function
ter flow controller for the down-
5l m Pangi Dam during dry se 18,
thereby boosting its electricity generation
capacity

expected to collect more than
EM3 billion in dividends over go y
alongside forest reserve permit fees,

he

® More reports on Pages 2 and 3.
said, calling the project a long-term rev-
enue generator for the State,

Responding to a question by Lamag

Datuk Serl Bung Moktar
crated there was no basis
to terminate Kerjaya Kagum Hitech JV's
involvement, I\ itis not the main contrac-
tor and the project's structure has evolved
significantly since 2015,

“Any abrupt change would affect the
project’s financing, technical agreements
and investor confidence in future public-
private partnerships in Sabah,” he said,
adding that Gamuda has committed
RM4.65 billion in local financing for the
project.
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The Chiel Minister highlighted that
va Kagum Hitech JV was one of the
original initiators of the project and still
contributes to its continuity despite its
now-minority role

He said the Federal Government had
Rl -rq million loan

cat ctri
for the project and -.ul)'.tqm ntly awarded
it to the State Government and Kerjaya
Kagum Hitech [V as elfort.
Under the Public-Private ’annux]up
(PPP) model now in place, the pr
tor bears full responsibility for [l]n{ll]lj,.,
implementation and operations, while the
State acts as a strategic partner to safe-
guard the public interest.
“'[ he e II\[III!' structure is rlu most sta-

N i jiji \mll dflnmuu1 llk Stal
ernment’s commitment (o energy security
and people's well-being,

He said the State's priority remains to
see the project completed as planned,
without disruption, so the people of Sabah
can benefit from enhanced water and
energy supply by 2030,
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