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Star Education Fair 2026 organised by Star Media G
Where: IOI Grand Exhibition and
Convention Centre, Putrajaya
When: May 17, 11am to 6pm
What's there: 85 exhibitors
including 54 technical, vocational
education and training (TVET)
providers, across 92 booths

TVET institutions under the
Rural and Regional Developme
Ministry
Education Ministry
Higher Education Ministry
Human Resources Ministry
Youth and Sports Ministry
Agriculture and Food Security
Ministry
Plantation and Commodities
Ministry

First time local exhibitors:
Albukhary International Univer
Metropolitan College

International exhibitors:
Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi – Abu Dhabi
Moscow Aviation Institute
(National Research University)
University of Tsukuba Japan

Education funding:
National Higher Education Fund
Corporation (PTPTN)
Employees Provident Fund (EPF

Talks today by:
Polytechnic and Community
College Education Department
Unggas Technology Institute
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)

Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi – Abu Dhabi
Management and Sciences
University (MSU)
Universiti Tenaga Nasional
Wood Industry Skills
Development Centre (Wisdec)
TVET Malaysia

Admission is free, and door gifts
are available for early visitors
Free coffee from The Coffee Bean
& Tea Leaf
Register & Win – participants can
win an Apple iPad Air, Nintendo
Switch, Redmi watch and Sony
headphones
For more info, visit
@stareducationfair on Instagram or
email edufair@thestar.com.my

A world of TVET in just one
Portal covers
courses
linked to
ministries

By REBECCA RAJAENDRAMBy REBECCA RAJAENDRAM
rebeccagr@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: School leaver
wanting to enrol in technical and
vocational education and traini
(TVET) courses have the option of
doing so via the TVET Recruitme
Unit (UP TVET) portal.

The National TVET Counc
head of TVET secretariat Dr
Azmir Mohd Yunus said the por
tal covers programmes and
courses offered by multiple min-
istries that carry out TVET pro-
grammes.

Among them, he said, are the
Human Resources Ministry and
the Youth and Sports Ministry.

“The portal is like a one-stop
centre for students to apply for
admission for TVET institutions,”
he said when met at the Star
Education Fair at IOI Grand
Exhibition and Convention Centr
yesterday.Azmir said students should
seriously consider TVET as the
country is pushing to meet the
industries’ needs.

“The demand in our workforce
is for technicians, skilled worke
operators and others who are
able to do the work using their
hands,” he said, adding that the
demand is also for those with
mid-tier skills.

He said a lot of high-value and
high-tech industries require ver
specific skillsets, such as robotics
and mechatronics, which are
more easily learnt through TVE

Aside from the fair, which has
brought together many exhibitor
under the Council, Azmir also

.
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encouraged the public to visit the
National TVET Day celebrati
happening from June 5 to 7 at
Dataran Putrajaya to know mor
about what is happening in this
field of education.

While acknowledging that the
country’s universities and colle-
ges are producing many talented
graduates, Institute of Malaysian
Plantation and Commodities
(IMPAC) executive Kamal Hosny

Md Isa said the country “critically
needs” mid-level talent.

He said it is time for youths and
parents to let go of the idea that a
career in technical and vocational
skills is 3D – dirty, dangerous and
difficult.

For example, Kamal Hosny
said, for those who choose to pur-
sue a life in an oil palm planta-
tion, most of the time, they woul
not have to worry about housing,

utilities and schooling for their
children.

They will also use more tech-
nology and not manual labour to
harvest the crops, he said.

Kamal Hosny said many courses
under IMPAC are fully sponsor
by the government and certain
courses, such as those under the
Malaysian Palm Oil Training
Centre, also include obtaining a
Goods Driving Licence.

IMPAC, which is under the
Plantation and Commodities
Ministry, had brought personne
from Havea Academy (speciali-
sing in rubber plantations), Cocoa
Innovation Centre and Wood
Industry Skills Development
Centre to showcase courses stu-
dents can consider pursuing in
agriculture and commodities.

Meanwhile, Dr Asiyah Kassim
from Universiti Teknologi Mara
Institute of Postgraduate Studies
advised students to not just stop
at a bachelor’s degree.

“If you stop at an undergra-
duate degree, you will be enter-
ing the job market competing
against thousands of graduates,”
she said.

Asiyah, who is the head of gra-
duate studies (recruitment and
admissions), added that compa-
nies now are looking for “thin-
kers” and not just “doers”.

The Star Education Fair ends
today, with another happening i
Setia SPICE Convention Centre,
Penang, on May 23 and 24.
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Greater insight:
(From left) Visitors
checking out
various booths at
the Star Education
Fair, and ADTEC
JTM Shah Alam
staff member
Muhammad Firdaus
Zakaria (right)
briefing visitors
Muhammad Irwan
Dailamy (left), 21,
and Aiman Syafiq
Azhar Shah, 20.
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