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Global integration 
under strain amid 
geopolitical tensions 
KUALA LUMPUR: Global 
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s is u n d e r 
s t ra in due to r ising uncer ta in t ies , 
e roding t h e predictabi l i ty , 
reliabili ty a n d s tabi l i ty of exis t ing 
global t r a d e a n d economic 
sys tems, said Pr ime Minis ter 
Da tuk Seri A n w a r Ibrah im. 

Speak ing a t t h e Energy 
Asia 2025 yes t e rday , h e said 
geopol i t ical t ens ions , r e t a l i a t o ry 
t a r i f f s a n d d i s r u p t e d s u p p l y 
c h a i n s h a v e s h a k e n t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s of t h e s e sys t ems , 
w i t h t h e f ragi l i ty mos t ev iden t in 
t h e ene rgy and c l imate sectors . 

"Rather t h a n f o s t e r i n g 
col labora t ion , w e a re w i t n e s s i n g 
pola r i s ing policy s h i f t s d r iven 
by s t r a t eg i c compe t i t i on , even 
as ene rgy secu r i ty r e m a i n s o u t 
of r each f o r many," h e said in his 
k e y n o t e a d d r e s s a t t h e Energy 
Asia 2025 o p e n i n g c e r e m o n y 
yes te rday . 

E l abo ra t i ng o n t h e equ i t ab le 
ene rgy t r ans i t i on fo r Asia, he said 
t h e region m u s t d e t e r m i n e a n d 
a r t i cu l a t e a c lear a n d c o h e r e n t 
f inanc ia l a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t 
insp i res i n v e s t o r con f idence a n d 
mobi l i ses g r e a t e r cap i ta l f l o w s 
in to r enewab le energy projects . 

"This is critical, g iven t h a t in 
2023, S o u t h e a s t Asia a t t r a c t e d 
on ly t w o per c en t of global c lean 
energy spending, a s t a r k con t r a s t 
fo r a region e n d o w e d w i t h 
i m m e n s e p o t e n t i a l in r e n e w a b l e 
energy," h e added. 

Zooming in on Malaysia, A n w a r 
said t h a t Malays ia is w o r k i n g t o 
addres s t h e gap in t h e r e n e w a b l e 

sec to r t h r o u g h policies s u c h as 
t h e Corpora t e Renewable Energy 
Supp ly S c h e m e (CRESS), w h i c h 
a l lows c o m p a n i e s t o p r o c u r e 
c lean e n e r g y via t h e n a t i o n a l 
grid u n d e r a t h i r d - p a r t y access 
model . 

"Ef fo r t s a r e also u n d e r w a y t o 
incen t iv i se g reen i n v e s t m e n t 
t h r o u g h m e c h a n i s m s s u c h as 
t h e Green Techno logy F inanc ing 
Scheme, h e added. 

T o u c h i n g on t h e cr i t ical pil lar 
t h a t advanc ing ene rgy t r ans i t i on 
lies in upg rad ing electr ici ty grids, 
A n w a r a f f i r m e d t h a t Asean 
h a s t a k e n a s ign i f i can t s t e p by 
acce le ra t ing t h e Asean P o w e r 
Grid (APG) in i t i a t ive t h r o u g h 
a n e n h a n c e d m e m o r a n d u m of 
a g r e e m e n t and t h e e s t ab l i shmen t 
of a ded ica t ed APG f i n a n c i n g 
faci l i ty ne twork . 

"This will e n h a n c e cross-border 
f u n d i n g f lows a n d br ing u s closer 
t o a t r u l y i n t e g r a t e d reg ional 
ene rgy market ," h e said. 

A n w a r also s t r e s sed t h a t 
i m p r o v i n g e f f i c i ency a n d 
r educ ing emiss ions in ex is t ing 
e n e r g y s y s t e m s m u s t r e m a i n a 
k e y focus , desp i t e t h e cha l lenges 
posed by t h e c o n t i n u e d 
d o m i n a n c e of foss i l fuels , w h i c h 

still a c c o u n t f o r nea r ly 80 per 
cen t of global ene rgy supply . 

He said t h e global e n e r g y 
t r a n s i t i o n m u s t be roo t ed 
in equi ty , c a u t i o n i n g t h a t 
d e c a r b o n i s a t i o n s t r a t e g i e s t h a t 
ignore t h e n e e d s of t h e p o o r a n d 
v u l n e r a b l e could r isk d e e p e n i n g 
inequal i ty . 

"Ensur ing un ive r s a l access 
t o a f fo rdab l e , re l iable e n e r g y is 
n o t j u s t a m o r a l impera t ive ; i t 
is f o u n d a t i o n a l t o a j u s t e n e r g y 
t rans i t ion . 

"Energy secur i ty , t h e r e f o r e , 
m u s t go b e y o n d s u p p l y s tab i l i ty 
t o inc lude social jus t i ce a n d 
inclusive access," he said. 

A n w a r h igh l igh ted t h a t t h i s 
a p p r o a c h is pa r t i cu la r ly cri t ical 
fo r Asia, w h e r e e n e r g y s ecu r i t y 
r e m a i n s a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r 
progress . 

"As t h e region p r e p a r e s f o r 
i t s economic rena i ssance , t h e 
p a t h t o n e t ze ro m u s t recognise 
t h a t r e n e w a b l e e n e r g y can be 
c o m p l e m e n t e d by emiss ions-
aba ted oil and gas. 

"This ba l anced a p p r o a c h 
e n s u r e s a f f o r d a b l e access t o 
energy, w h i c h is e s sen t i a l f o r 
ra is ing l iving s tandards ," he said. 
— Bernama 

Rather than fostering collaboration, we are 
witnessing polarising policy shifts driven by 
strategic competition, even as energy security 
remains out of reach for many. 

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim 

PM Anwar (centre) officiates the Energy Asia 2025 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Center (KLCC) on Monday. — 
Bernama photo 
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