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All 10 Asean states represented at Senior Officials Meeting on Energy, Timor Leste an observer 
K U C H I N G : T h e 43rd A s e a n 
S e n i o r Off ic ia ls M e e t i n g o n 
Ene rgy (SOME) a n d i ts Assoc ia ted 
M e e t i n g s b e g a n h e r e y e s t e r d a y , 
a i m i n g t o a l ign r eg iona l e n e r g y 
pol ic ies a n d review p r o g r e s s 
u n d e r t h e A s e a n P l a n of Ac t ion 
f o r Ene rgy C o o p e r a t i o n (APAEC). 

H o s t e d b y Malaysia t h r o u g h t h e 
Min i s t ry of Energy T r a n s i t i o n a n d 
W a t e r T r a n s f o r m a t i o n (Petra) . 
t h e t h r e e - d a y e v e n t a l so s e r v e s 
t o p r e p a r e key d e c i s i o n s a h e a d 
of t h e A s e a n M i n i s t e r s o n Ene rgy 
M e e t i n g (AMEM) s c h e d u l e d f o r 
Oc tobe r . 

All 10 Asean m e m b e r s t a t e s -
B r u n e i D a r u s s a l a m . C a m b o d i a . 
I n d o n e s i a . L a o PDR, Malays ia . 
M y a n m a r , t h e Ph i l ipp ines . 
S ingapore , Tha i l and , a n d V i e t n a m 
a r e t a k i n g p a r t a long w i t h T imor -
Les te a s a n obse rve r . 

N e a r l y 250 d e l e g a t e s a r e 
e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d i n c l u d i n g 
s e n i o r e n e r g y officials; 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e A s e a n 
S e c r e t a r i a t : A s e a n C e n t r e 
f o r E n e r g y (ACE); d i a logue 
p a r t n e r s s u c h as C h i n a . J a p a a 
Korea. Russia , a n d t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s ; a s wel l a s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
b o d i e s l ike t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
R e n e w a b l e E n e r g y A g e n c y 
(Irena), I n t e r n a t i o n a l E n e r g y 
Agency (IEA). Economic R e s e a r c h 
I n s t i t u t e f o r A s e a n a n d Eas t Asia 
(Eria). As ian D e v e l o p m e n t B a n k 
(ADB).and Wor ld Bank. 

In h i s o p e n i n g r e m a r k s , P e t r a 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l D a t u k M a d 
Zaidi M o h d Karli sa id t h e t h e m e 
P o w e r i n g Asean : Br idging 
B o u n d a r i e s . Bui ld ing P r o s p e r i t y ' 
r e f l e c t s Malays ia ' s f o c u s o n 
inc lus iv i ty a n d s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
in d r i v i n g t h e reg ion ' s e n e r g y 
d e v e l o p m e n t 

"This t h e m e is i m p o r t a n t t o 
e m p h a s i s e t h e n e e d f o r e n e r g y 
a n d d y n a m i s m in d r i v ing t h e 
reg ion ' s d e v e l o p m e n t t o p r o p e l 

Asean f o r w a r d . 
"It a lso u n d e r s c o r e s t h e u l t i m a t e 

goa l of A s e a n i n t e g r a t i o n , w h i c h 
is t o i m p r o v e t h e l ives of i t s 
c i t i z e n s b y p r o m o t i n g e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h , c r e a t i n g jobs , a n d f o c u s e s 
o n inc lus iv i ty a n d s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
t h a t will b e n e f i t all s e g m e n t s of 
society," h e s a i d 

H e a l so led d e l e g a t e s in 
o b s e r v i n g a m o m e n t of s i l ence in 
m e m o r y of t h e l a t e d i r e c t o r Dr 
I r m a C a l i w a g a n E x c o n d e of t h e 
Ph i l ipp ines , w h o w a s r ecogn i sed 
f o r h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o A s e a n ' s 
e n e r g y c o o p e r a t i o a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
in t h e renewal of t h e Asean 
P o w e r Grid m e m o r a n d u m of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g (APG MoU). 

T h e m e e t i n g s will f o c u s o n 
a d v a n c i n g t h e APG E n h a n c e d 
MoU. finalising t h e d r a f t APAEC 
policy d o c u m e n t , a n d s e c u r i n g 
e n d o r s e m e n t of t h e Asean 
P e t r o l e u m S e c u r i t y A g r e e m e n t 
(APSA). 

Delegates are pictured during the 43rd Senior Officials Meeting on Energy and its associated meetings. — Bernama 
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