AUTHOR: No author available =~ SECTION: CORPORATE NEWS AUDIENCE : 20,000 PAGE: 10
PRINTED SIZE: 1187.00cm? REGION: KL MARKET: Malaysia PHOTO: Full Color ASR: MYR 15,152
WORDS: 1567 ITEM ID: DP0121689323

&isentia

17 AUG, 2026

How Johor community next to data centres is

adapting to RE

The Malaysian Reserve, Malaysia

How Johor community next to
data centres is adapting to RE

The green revolution going
on in Malaysia seems to be
passing by this village for the
most part. And the residents
are fine with it

ATOP the roof of the goat enclosure, where
three goats could be seen munching placidly,
wist a pleo solar panel soaking up sun rys.

The ground was still soft from the mom-
Irig rain and the planks, caked with dried
mud, marked the path from the goat owner's
house to the pen, a distance spanning about
100m. Here and thene were oil palm trees,
wanlting Lo msture.

Ayob Attan, whose sister owns the goats
and enclosure, pointed to the light. He
told Aernama the pieo solar-powered light,
off-grid and wircless, suited their necds

fevtly.

“It {gont pen) is far from the house; it's

twe far to bring the electricity there,” e sald.

the comvenience and the savings
of having regular solar-powered lighting,
Ayob, & second-generation Federal Land
Development Authority {Felda) settler, does
not feel the need to take it any further,

His family is not the only one using pico
solar panels in Felda Bukit Batu, less than
Ak wway from Sedenak Tech Park, which
is Johor's biggest hyperscale data centre

and :olu pancls. it

A pico solar panel is 4 very small solar
panel used mainly for off-grid lighting or
phone charging.

A drive around Felda Bukit Batu found
many pico solar panels affived on roofs or
pillars, but nary a regular rooftop solar panel
that is grid-tied and can power an entire resi-
duntial home
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seems to be passing by this villuge for the
most part. And the residents are fine with it
“1t's not that we don't know about selar
energy, we do. People here just don't think
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agenda, vari-
ous initiatives to promote RE, particularly.
rooftop salar. The move is aimed at helping

..“-.-h ,.,-m-‘n .

that many of the roofs contain asbestos and

to eool his home, which be shares with his
children and grandchildren.

Instead, be his wind funmels on his roof,
which work by sucking the hot air in the
house and itoutside,

Sitting on his porch, he told Bernama
his son decided to install the wind funnels
during the Covid-19 pandemie. -

it was hot here. But after fixing it (wind
Tunnels}, it a little bit okay, | feel,” he said.

Sinee wind funnel technology provides the
cooling effect without using much electric-
Ity, Kamarulsman was 1o discover
‘his electricity bill did not go up much afier

g wind He also felt confi-
dent about installing an air conditioner in
hilis home for the first time.

“I-don‘t want solar, The cost is high,” he

said.

s lilely the only person to
have wind funnels at Felda Bulit Batu, which
attracts more euriosity than adopters of the

finaneial means of many of the residents.

A solution he is exploring with the Johor
Land Group (JLG), which owns Sedenalk Tech
Park, |

Meanwhile, Feldla staff Lzatiyana Ismail's
solution to the supply crisis is her electric
momw}dt ‘These days in Felda Buldt Batu,

see rather than hear 34-year-old

nsumers I ; ly-buedlnllrinmwhhlumllndin lzatiyana, or Yana for shart, when she rdes
the country Ry ¥ provide for her
i centres. Bought on an impulse almost a year ago
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Programme (Salar ATAF) roof-top solar initi-
ative, introduced by the government in Janu-
ary 2026, helps remove the access barriers,
such as quotas and financing. While home-
owners can foot the upfront installation
costs themselves, they also have the opllon
af iz solar energy from
restuemiwkhlhrsmmnﬁlr Energy Devel-
opment Authority (SEDA), which cover the
ot of installing and maintaining the salar
pancls.
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In 1984, many of the homes in Folda Bukit Batu am

enough,” he told fernama in an interview
in the lead-up to the Seventh Interna-
tional Sustainable Energy Summit in Koala
Lumipur (KL) on Aug 11 and 12,

He adided that the conferenee, which will
bring policymakers, investors, NGOs and
other experts together, will be nddmllns
Cnergy dtion for s
ﬂlﬂrs.:mmgnlhlsrhﬂln.

Felda Bukit Batu manager Mohd Hafiz

Many of the residents remain
uncomvinced. When asked, they told Bernama
that they did not need w switch to solar as
they did not have air-conditioning at home
o upe it nﬂ,mmmlnammmnmmn

Living and working in a Felda plantation
often means travelling long distances. In this
part of Johor especially, where oil palm trees
g the roads along long stretches, the near-
4t town can 'hr 20kam to 30km away. While

Rather than
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Mahmood, who is trying to

Adaptation
Widower. Kﬂﬂlnlfmmnn Abd l'ﬂlhmnll. :7,
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Bought with the aid of govt rebate of about RM2,000 an EVs,

th ithona
basis, any increase in petrol prices can be
daunting for people lke Yan, who used to
eommute kn her car daily from Felda Ayer
Ttam, where she used to live.

Muoving 1o Felda Bukit Batu helped ease
her fuel woes. Buying the EV removed her
warries altogethee.

She added: “We don't need perral when
using an EV, in Felda [settlements], it's some-
themes hard to find o petrol station e s fax”

The nearest petrol station to Felda Bakit
Bty s almaet 3o aveay In Pelen Bukit Batu,
whine v Kelapa Sawir town,

Although using solar power to thange ber
wemntoreyele wits afmost free;, Yana is not
warried libuut the cost of charging her £V
wslng canventional clectricity: She said the
wavirig o fuel hivve imdpe thiun paid for any
priee increase due to the globul supply crisis,

She v excited about the opening of the
Sedenal Tech Park, saying she hopes [t will
hring in more #E options. She is entortaine
ing the iden of buving a Proton e MAS but
jprefers to waikt for an KV charging starion to
open pearby,

“Our community here ks gpetting blgger. |

Established
old, thus the roofs may not be streng ensugh for reaftop solar Yana considers her slectric

ycle a hope we will get one,” she said. — Bernama

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.





