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Here is the reality. The effectiveness of implementing the federal budget in
Sabah presents a mixed picture of success and failure. While the total allocated
amount at the record RM18.7 billion in Budget 2027, the actual ground execution
and expenditure absorption have historically lagged behind due to structural,
institutional, and geographical bottlenecks.  (Please refer to Chart 3)

6. Sabah must look beyond the annual budget, irrespective of the total
allocation. Why must we fight for a fair share of expenditures/investments
from Petronas, all federal GLCs and GLICs?

Relying solely on federal budget allocations—which are subject to annual
political cycles and operational absorption limits—is insufficient for Sabah’s
long-term transformation. To build a sustainable, self-reliant economy, Sabah

must demand a structured, direct share of capital expenditure
[CAPEX], foreign direct investment [FDI], and commercial par-
ticipation from Petronas, federal GLCs and GLICs like Khazanah
Nasional, EPF, and PNB.

Here is the reason: The combined Assets Under Manage-
ment [AUM] of the primary federal GLICs exceed RM1.85 tril-
lion. Sabah is getting peanut benefit out of this amount. How
can Sabah be 1/3 partner in MA63?

Here is the reason for Sabah to fight.
GLCs/GLICs manage long-term retirement savings and capital

funds, the vast majority of their RM1.85 trillion is locked in
global/domestic equities, real estate, and fixed-income assets.
However, their annual domestic investment outlay operates
along two main streams:

Stream 1: Annual Domestic Direct Investment [DDI] Targets
GEAR-Up Programme Commitment: 
Under the Ministry of Finance’s GEAR-up [Government-Linked Enterprises Ac-

tivation and Reform] initiative, the six GLICs have committed RM120 Billion in
Domestic Direct Investment [DDI] over a 5-year period.

Petronas deploys an independent RM50 Billion to RM60 B
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Anwar’s federal budget: What is Sabah’s?

Dr. T. Selva
WHAT is in a name? Sometimes, an entire
community’s history, culture and identity.
As Malaysian Hindus prepare to celebrate
the Festival of Lights on November 8, an un-
expected controversy has emerged over
what may seem like a simple question:
Should the festival be called Deepavali or
Diwali?

To some, it is merely a spelling differ-
ence. After all, both names refer to the same
sacred celebration, symbolising the tri-
umph of light over darkness, knowledge
over ignorance and good over evil.

But to many Malaysian Indians, particu-
larly those of Tamil heritage, the distinction
carries a deeper cultural and emotional sig-
nificance.

The controversy surfaced following ob-
jections to the use of the word “Diwali” on
government promotional banners in Brick-
fields, Kuala Lumpur.

MIC deputy president Datuk Seri M Sar-
avanan reportedly protested against the ter-
minology, arguing that “Deepavali” is the
traditional and accepted name used by the
Indian community in Malaysia.

His objection has generated consider-
able discussion, with some questioning why
a few letters should matter so much.

To understand the sensitivity, we must
look beyond spelling and examine the In-
dian community’s history. 

India is a vast country with hundreds of
languages, numerous regional identities
and diverse religious traditions. Although
Indians share many spiritual and cultural
values, their customs, languages and ways
of celebrating festivals are not always iden-
tical.

The word Deepavali originates from San-
skrit, combining deepa, meaning lamp or
light, and avali, meaning a row or series. 

Together, they describe rows of illumi-
nated lamps. Over time, regional languages
developed their own forms of the name.

In much of northern India, particularly
among Hindi-speaking communities, the
festival became popularly known as Diwali.

In southern India, including Tamil Nadu,
the longer form Deepavali remained widely
recognised, although pronunciation and
usage vary among communities.

Neither term is inherently wrong. Both
have legitimate linguistic and cultural
roots. However, the question is not simply
which name is correct, but which is most ap-
propriate in the Malaysian context.

The Indian community in Malaysia is
predominantly South Indian, particularly
Tamil-speaking families whose ancestors ar-
rived generations ago.

They brought their language, religious
practices, temple traditions, customs, and
celebrations.

Deepavali became deeply embedded in
their cultural identity.

For generations, Malaysian families have
exchanged Deepavali greetings, prepared
traditional delicacies, visited temples, lit oil
lamps and welcomed relatives and friends
into their homes.

Parents taught their children to wish
others “Happy Deepavali”, just as their par-
ents and grandparents had done before
them. The name carries memories, emo-
tions and a sense of belonging.

It is therefore understandable why some
members of the community feel uncomfort-
able when a familiar cultural expression is
replaced, particularly in official communi-

cations.
Language is not merely a tool for com-

munication. It is also a vessel that preserves
the memories, beliefs and identity of a peo-
ple.

When familiar words gradually disap-
pear, part of a community’s cultural inheri-
tance may also weaken.

This is especially relevant in a multicul-
tural country such as Malaysia, where re-
spect for linguistic and religious traditions
forms an important part of our national
identity.

We recognise and celebrate the diversity
of Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Chinese New Year,
Christmas, Wesak Day, Gawai and other fes-
tivals through names that have become fa-
miliar in our society.

Deepavali deserves similar cultural
recognition.

Interestingly, Malaysian government
agencies have long used the name Deep-
avali, including in public holiday an-
nouncements and tourism promotions.

That established usage provides a strong
reason for retaining the name consistently
in official Malaysian communications.

At the same time, we should not let this
linguistic difference create unnecessary di-
vision between North and South Indians.

The name Diwali is not an insult, nor
does using it automatically suggest disre-
spect towards the Tamil community. It is a
legitimate name used by millions world-
wide.

Indeed, India’s religious and cultural
richness comes from the coexistence of dif-
ferent traditions, not their uniformity.

The concern in Malaysia is therefore not
about declaring one community superior to
another. It is about respecting the language
and traditions that have shaped the celebra-
tion in this country.

There is also a broader lesson here.
Globalisation, social media and interna-

tional advertising increasingly influence the
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