&isentia

REGION: KL

19 MAY, 2025

MARKET: Malaysia

The Malaysian Reserve, Malaysia

AUTHOR: INTAN BAHA  SECTION: EDITORIAL & OPINION  PAGE: 17
PHOTO: Full Color

ASR: MYR 7,153.00

The hidden cost of our digital convenience

The hidden cost of our digital convenience

AS MALAYSIA ch-m its path

jonal digi-

tal hub, data centms hmemerged

as a cornerstone of this ambition.

These high-tech facilities pro-

mise to Iloosl'. the economy, attract
i and
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climate pledges under the Paris
Agreement and its own net-zero
targets for 2050,

Additionally, data centres could
strain supply for other sectors.
B , residential arcas
and public infrastructure may
face power shortages or rising
electricity costs due to redirected
resources. Tenaga Nasional Bhd
(TNB) will eventually need to
d ion and

PP
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digital ecosy

h this polished
lies a more uoublingmulity—one
mumﬂdhﬂnglnﬁnghrm tothe
y and the

social fabric of the nation.
Data centres, hy duig'n'. are
Th

encrgy ey,
huuse servers that operate mund
the clock,

sion capacity, which could cost
billions and take years — all to
support facilities that primarily
benefit foreign tech firms.

The Water Fi rint and
Climate Riskm

The environmental cost doesn't
end with energy. Data centres

amounts of electricity and water
gl b s

require i fwater

for cooling — up to millions of
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A Call for e
Deve
Malaysia does not need to reject
data I I

gether. H T,
their growth must be guided by
stringent policies, transparent
impact assessments and a clear
framework for public benefit.

1 i T, 1d

mandate renewable energy (RE)
sourcing for all new data centres,
restrict excessive water use, and
enforee local hiring and commu-
nity reinvestment requirements.

There must also be an honest
conversation about trade-offs.
Policymakers should ask: Who
gains from these investments?
Who pays the price? And are the
long-term costs to the environ-
ment, society and public resources
justified by short-term economic
returns?
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to auract hyperscale data centre  threat in water-scarce regions or  centres poses major threat in 9 or areas y  The digital economy is here to stay,
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water 1 in the i ional parent According to the Malaysian Commu but may also

Electricity Demand and d Rising temp This undermines the broad and Multimedia C deepen inequality and undermine
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ture like data centres only adds to without strong environmental  and traffie, without seeing mean- ‘Thus, while cities benefit from  today does not become the burden

the burden. A single hyperscale eguards — could lead to acute ing'ful returns. If uncha:lml, thm h[gh-spccd networks and tlula!cu of tomorrow.

data centre can as much in the future. ic risks d g iney logi mnl

electricity as tens of thousands of and breeding public — id: 1. This g °

homes. Most of this power still  Limited Economic - a pattern seen in other countries  digital divide raiscs critical q\n:s-

comes from fossil fuels, especially  Spillover that have raced to host data infra-  tions about priorities: Arewe build-  Intan Baha is the chief sub editor/
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