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Nik Nazmi: Malaysia’s green
facade risks collapse without
climate sincerity

Many companies
aim to appear
‘green’, but
insincerity risks
losing both
consumer trust and
young talent

by AKMAR ANNUAR
GREEN is becoming a fashion-

able look in Malaysia in recent
years.

consent of the copyright owner.

Corporations are launch-

. ing “eco-friendly” campaigns,

developers are advertising
“sustainable living”, and
government-linked companies
(GLCs) frequently cite environ-
mental, social and governance
(ESG) commitments in glossy
reports.

However, according to Natu-
ral Resources and Environmen-
tal Sustainability Minister Nik
Nazmi Nik Ahmad, much of it
is smoke and mirrors.

“Greenwashing is real.
You poke the facade, and

sometimes, there is nothing
behind it,” he told The Malay-
sian Reserve (TMR).

In an interview following
the release of his book Saving
the Planet: Climate and Environ-
mental Lessons from Malaysia
and Beyond, he spoke candidly
about the country’s climate
policies, corporate accounta-
bility and the urgent need to
align words with action.

“Everyone wants to be seen
as ‘green’ now but we need to
measure sincerity. It becomes a
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With over 4,600km of coastling, the
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tripic planetary crisis — climate change,
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“Floods ate happening more frequently.
Heatwaves are getting worse. Human-
wilitlife contfict is on the rise. You cannot
way 1hils bs distant anymore, i s here.

And yet, be added, the country’s political
lundscape bs still catehing up,
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the Planet — part memoir, part policy reflec-
tion — might scem unusual.

Bt for him, it was 4 conscions move to
hridge the gap between public understand-
Inyg and high-level policymaking,
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What's Next?
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What's pecded, be suid, s 2 cultural
shift; In business, government and public
consciousness.
“It cannot just be abour slogans. That
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The same logic applies 10 Malaysia’s palm
ail sector, which has long been in the cross-
hairs of enwitonmental activists.

* he said.

0 one section, he writes candidly about
not being an environmental expert when
‘he first took office, Instead, he leaned on

o policy

‘Climate change does not win you elections here. It is
not a headline issue like cost of lving. But the irony is,
these issues are connected. Environmental degradation
affects water supply, food security and public health. It

is all part of the same ecosystem.

— Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad A
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“We will engage the US regardless ol
who s in the White House. It has a histor-
ical responsibility to lead, not retreat,” Nik
Nazmi suid.

A Book Between the Noise

Amid the policy talk and public duties,
Nik Nazmi's decision to publish Soving

‘wore breathuble barik

Nik Nozmi also dedi-
cated o chapter to

and cultural heritage,

arguing that luulm.hl—

“tslam, like many
faiths, ieaches steward-
ship. Our ancestors
built stilt houses and

Tor a reason. These are
not just traditions —
they are adaptations,” he
said,

— are we serious about change
or are we just painting everything green?™
he said.

As Malaysia moves closer 1o becoming
a high-income nation, Nik Naemi believes
the country hus o unigue opportunity to
lead — not by eopyving Western models,
but by offcring one rooted in tropical resi-
Henee, social justice and

sincenity.
“we will not get
ﬂm‘hlng right but




