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Fadillah urges R&D in energy storage technology

DUNGUN: Greater emphasis
must be given to research and
development (R&D) in energy
storage technology to reduce
Malaysia's dependence on import-
ed batteries, says Datuk Seri
Fadillah Yusof (pic).

The Deputy Prime Minister said
this is also important to build
domestic capabilities in the pro-
duction and development of ener-
gy-related technologies.

“Rather than merely importing
batteries, we should begin focus-
ing on research and development,
and build our own internal capa-
bilities in battery manufacturing
and other technologies closely

related to the coun-
try's energy supply,”
he said.

Fadillah was speak-
ing to reporters after
the launch of the
100MW/400MWh
Santong Battery
Energy Storage Systerm
(BESS) project devel-
oped by Tenaga
Nasional Bhd.

“I hope this first
it Rl f R
as a starting point for TNB to con-
tinue expanding its efforts, par-
ticularly in strengthening cooper-
ation with overseas suppliers,” he

sarljld Bernama report-
e

Fadillah said the
increasingly uncer-
tain global landscape
highlighted the need
for Malaysia to reduce
its reliance on foreign
countries and
strengthen national
self-sufficiency across
the entire energy sec-
tor chain.

“This includes ener-
gy supply and related technolo-
gies, including battery storage
systems, so that one day we will
be able to produce our own bat-

teries,” he said.

He added that Malaysia's ener-
gy transition efforts must address
three key elements of the energy
trilemma, beginning with energy
security to ensure a stable and
sufficient supply amid global
uncertainties.

“The second element is sustain-
abhility, where we must ensure the
energy supplied is environmen-
tally friendly and does not dam-
age the environment. We also aim
to reduce dependence on energy
generated through carbon com-
bustion,” he said.

He said the third element is
affordability, which ensures ener-

v supply remains not only secure
and sustainable, but also afforda-
ble for consumers and competi-
tive for the industrial sector.

The Deputy Prime Minister said
the project marks a significant
step in strengthening electricity
grid stability and supporting
Malaysia’s energy transition agen-
da in a progressive, balanced and
orderly manner.

He said the project is among the
country’s earliest large-scale utili-
ty battery energy storage system
initiatives, aimed at supporting
wider integration of renewable
energy into the national electrici-
ty supply system.
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