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KUALA LUMPUR: As long as 
Malaysia cont inues to rely on 
non-renewable energy sources, 
such as coal and na tu ra l gas, the 
rise in electricity costs hikes will 
continue to be inevitable. 

With increasingly expensive 
supplies and global marke t 
volatility, the surge in energy 
prices is expected to p u t 
p ressure not only on consumers 
bu t also th rea ten the stabili ty of 
electricity costs in the fu ture . 

Since 2006, the country ' s 
electricity tar i ffs have increased 
by 12 per cent, followed by a 7.12 
per cent rise in 2011, and this 
t rend is expected to continue. 

This tariff increase highlights 
t h e urgent need to explore more 
sus ta inable energy a l ternat ives 
to alleviate the financial bu rden 
on consumers. 

Prof Tan Sri Dr Jemilah 
Mahmood, the executive director 
of Sunway Centre for P lanetary 
Heal th Sunway University, was 

of t h e view t h a t t h e increase in 
electrici ty tar i f fs is not a bad 
sign for the country ' s energy 
marke t b u t r a the r reflects t h e 
need for Malaysia to in t roduce 
energy policy reforms. 

She said t h e key issue is long-
te rm energy sus ta inabi l i ty and 
how t h e coun t ry can explore 
more resilient opportuni t ies and 
initiatives, moving away f r o m 
reliance on t radi t ional energy 
sources. 

"The era of reliance on 
t rad i t iona l energy sources has 
passed. 

"A more progressive view is 
how t h e coun t ry should find 
long-term oppor tun i t i e s and 
ini t iat ives to ensure a more 
s table and affordable energy 
supply," she told Bernama 
recently. 

Dr Jemilah has previously 
served as t h e Special Advisor 
to the Prime Minister on Public 
Heal th and has been a member 

of bo th t h e Economic Action 
Council and t h e Climate Change 
Action Council of the Malaysian 
Government . 

In 2020, she was appoin ted as 
a Senior Fellow at t h e Adrienne 
Arsht-Rockefeller Foundat ion 
Resilience Center, an ins t i tu t ion 
focused on climate change and 
h u m a n secur i ty challenges, to 
make one billion people more 
resilient by 2030. 

Expanding on her views, Dr 
Jemilah cited t h e success of 
count r ies such as Denmark 
and Vietnam, which have 
demons t r a t ed t h a t early 
inves tmen t s in renewable 
energy sources like wind and 
solar power can significantly 
reduce electricity costs. 

"Denmark, which made early 
inves tmen t s in wind energy 
since t h e 1970s, has paid off as 
the cost of electricity f r o m wind 
energy has fal len by 65 per cent 
since 2010. Vietnam has also 

recorded success in t h e solar 
sector as the country ' s solar 
energy capaci ty has increased 
f r o m almost zero in 2017 to over 
16.5GW in 2020, t h u s reducing 
pressure on long-term energy 
costs," he said. 

According to Dr Jemilah, 
Malaysia, wi th i ts s t ra tegic 
location on t h e Equator , has 
great potent ia l in solar energy. 
The average daily solar radiat ion 
of be tween 4 to 6 kWh/m 2 per 
day makes t h e coun t ry a very 
compet i t ive choice to ha rness 
solar energy as an a l te rna t ive 
source. 

In addit ion, t h e coun t ry 
can learn f r o m t h e success 
of regional countr ies such as 
Singapore, which is t a rge t ing 
a solar capaci ty of 4GW by 
2030, and Australia, which has 
succeeded in reducing electricity 
costs t h rough the development 
of renewable energy. — 
Bernama 
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