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The company is
aligning data centre
expansion with
sustainability, energy
resilience and long-
term infrastructure
readiness

by NURNABIHAH DINI

MALAYSIA'S rapid rise as one of
South-East Asin's fastest-growing
digital infrastructure markets is
reshaping how dita centres are
planned and built, with operators
increasingly priovitising sustain-
l'hlklty. energy resilience and
lImgﬂl.I: nmaplnnhn.

Eequinix Malaysia belieyes the
country's next wave of digital
infrustructure growth will be
defined not simply by how many
dain ﬂml:; are built, but by how
responsibly they are developed as.
artificial intelligence (A1), eloud
computing and digital services.
eontinue to drive demand.

M Cheam Tat Inn said the
eohversation surrounding digital
infrastructure has shifted signifi-
cantly over the past twn years.

“Two years ago, it was simply
hbout bn‘lldingcnpudty Comp--
rles announced hund
watis [MW], n:qniud Ilnd und
started construction.

“Today, the discussion is no
longer just ubout Ity 1t is

Rather than expanding aggres-
|lwly' Squinix ldopll \\"hlt it

about how you use power, how
YO manage your environ:
mentalimpact and how diglln‘l

Ted trwv.'ﬂml mmm building
new capacity only when eustomer
demand, Infmmmm l:udhaﬂs
and are

sin's long-term dmlupmmr.
said ot a revent media briel]n;un

the group's 2025

Report.
The shift comes as I

aligned.
Cheam uld this phnowplw is
buile three ¢

Growing in Ilnrwhh r.ul customer

demand, b Irabili

strengthens oversight of “datn

centre developments while posi-

tioning itself as o regional AT hub,
The Investmient

Maloysinn Deve-
lopment Authority (Mida) has
approved 143 data centre

into infrastructore design from
the outset, and ereating long-term
value for Malaysia.

"We don't build speculative
capacity, We invest where customer
demand, infrastructure readiness

Equinix bets on responsible growth
as Malaysia’s AI ambitions accelerate

evaporative cooling. Our objective is
o reduce dependence on water-in:
tensive conling while ensuring reli-
able performance under Malaysia's
climate,” he said.

He added that cooling tech.
nalogies are selected only after
ussessing local envitonmen-
tal conditions, water availability
und longterm sustainability

KL2 i¥ expected o begin
operations in the third guarter
of 2027 (3027}, while Johor 2 is
scheduled to begin operations in
10927,

{lui‘:hgmnnl mtﬁ;”

Beyond sustainability, Equinix
expects Al demand to reshape
Malaysla's digital infrastructure

#0% of Equinix's current deploy-
ments arc Al-relatod, reflecting
rapid enterprise adoption of Al
workloads.

He belleves Johor is evolving
into one of South-East Asin's
leading Al hubs because of fts

[T

“Johor provides large-seale A1
Infrastructure while Singapore
offers u mature digital ecosystem
with global connectivity,” he said.

The shart distance between the
two markets allows data to oravel
ot a lutency of less than one milli-
second (ms), enabling companies
to process Al workloads in Johor
while remaining connected to
glubal cloud providers and interna-
tianal networks through Singapore.

Rather than viewing Kuala
Lumipur [KL), Johar and Singapore
separately, Cheam sadd costomers

Through Equinix Fabric, busi-
nesses can securely connect
mcross multiple locations while
miintaining data severelgnty by
ensuring Malaysion data remains
within national borders.

This capability is bﬂ.'nmins
Increasingly

centres in 2025, mark:
Ing its eighth conse-
cutive year above the
50% threshold.

recorded an average
Power Effective:
ness (PUE] of 1,57 and
w-m Usage Effee-
(WUE) of

.91, supported

[UPPE——————

ment's tighter approval plwun-

Ity upcoming KL2 data centre in
s L

worth RM144.4 billion between  and national priorities align, That  Mida b 143 data projects worth RM144.4b sations navigate dats protection
2021 and mid-2023, with most  cnsurcs growth remains sustain:  between 2021 and mid-2025, with most concentrated In Johor requirements alongside growing
concentrated in Johor ahle while supporting Maluaysia’s Al ndoption,
‘The country is also home to  long-term' digital ambitions,” by USSI6 milllon [RM146.6  reflects the industry’s changing
more than two-thinds of new data he sakd, million) in encrgy efficiency  priorities. Creating Value Beyond
centre i 1y being inubility is i d i We sald new projects are now  Infrastructure
built acrosk South-East Asia's five  from the earliest stages of facility In Malaysis, however, Cheam.  assessed niot un]punﬂpndty but Respnns sible growth extends
Inlrslnu. hcts, iy p glunn‘ln-s instead of being intro-  said Equinix currently maintaing nlsl:u:]n RE ad e
100% RE coverage Inter-  me ) nd use, water  include communk develupm
thie National AT Office [NAIO] reflects “1t s retlected in our national # blc En Certi- P“’“—l"d ¥ s d )
Maluysia's gmbition to become a  decisions, facility design, energy  leates [1FRECs while 1 before apy sy i
Ab-enabled ing 1 Wlﬂmﬁcﬂfmfﬁmmr re granted. Equillin works with agencics
In hgm of tlut. (:‘llcnm waid Suatulnn:ﬂlly is not an after:  purchase agrecmints (PPAs) “The conversation Is mmln; inch:dm;(‘\bemm |I|ejubnrncl.l
thought,” he s heyond eapacity to resp Centre
custamers and mmmunmu Thave The approach also aligns with Pln.rm.i.n&Gruwﬂ: 1 digital infr s Sheadded.  utility providers and whnulogy
evolved beyond simply adding  the company’s global *Future  Malaysia's Power Grid f 10 align d
infrastructure, First” sustuinability strategy, which ~ One of the biggest concerns  Designing Al-read with zoning requirements and
“They want to know howyouare  focuses on inable digital ding Malaysia's booming  Infrastructure wi infrastrueture readiness.,
growing sustafnably and respon- i social prog: d  d i yhasbeenrising  Lower Resource lnmmity Tt also supports local commu:
sibly so that you ibute to the ible ds d As Al lpplluuom fequire increa- uuin through its WeAreEguinis
country’s long-term Globally, Equinix malntained Cheam ack ledged the singlyp ing infra- and Fath:
digital cconomy” 96% renewable energy (RE]  insue, saying energy resillence  structure, Equinix is investing wayd 1o Tech initiative, which
e added. coverage across its retndl  has become central to !:qu!nlx' in technologies that imp o careers in
International Business _opemtional efficiency while redue-  digital infrastructure.
Exchange (IBX] data Ing environmental impact. Chearm sabel digital transforma-

tion should bvmcﬂr.unt only hllll-

nesses hut al

excecding US5190 million and is
being purpose-built to support Al

“Our goal is to create shared
value by supporting wminnhln
pnmh.

Unlike Facilin

IKL2 incorporates direct-to-chip

liquid cooling from the design
uug: o suppart high-density
ies processing unit (GPU)

s required for AL
The technology also reduces
o and witer use

power
compared to traditonal cooling

Cheam sald KLZ will utilise
a closed-loop cooling architee-
ture, allowing coolant. to cirea-

- late continuously within a sealed
system instead of drawing fresh

water throoghout operations,
“In Malaysia, none of oarsites use

Ing i -li;ital L
systems and contributing posi-
tively to'the communities wherewe
aperate,” he said.

As Malaysin's Al ambitions
gather pace, he belleves the coun:
try's long-term success will depend
not simply on bullding more data
centres, but on ensuring they nre
designed, powered and operated
responsibly,

"We believe Malaysin hus tre-
mendous potential to become a
leading Al and digital hub. Our
role ik to support that foture
through responsible and sustain:
able growth,” he sdded,
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