
Revolving door at GLCs resumes with new government 
BY K A M A R U L A Z H A R 

As t he n e w Perikatan Nasional gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Da-
tulc Serf Ismail Sabri Yaalcob gets to 
work, one of t he earliest changes 
his admin i s t r a t ion has m a d e has 

been to the top positions at the various gov-
e rnment - l inked compan ies (GLCs). 

In f luenc ing h o w GLCs are r u n has be-
come an i m p o r t a n t s t ra tegy for t hose i n 
power as it is one of the ways to ensure tha t 
t h e i r e c o n o m i c a n d social d e v e l o p m e n t 
policies are implemen ted . So, it comes as 
no surprise w h e n new leaders are installed 
at GLCs wheneve r the re is a change in ad-
min i s t r a t ion . 

One of the GLCs said to have a new chair-
m a n is Perbadanan PRIMA Malaysia. Da-
tuk Seri Tajuddin Abdul R a h m a n , m e m b e r 
of pa r l i amen t for Pasir Salak w h o is w i t h 
Umno, is said to be t h e candidate replac-
ing Datuk Seri Dr Shah idan Kassim at t h e 
public hous ing agency tasked w i t h devel-
oping affordable homes for middle- income 
Malaysians. 

PRIMA h a s con f i rmed t h a t S h a h i d a n 
resigned f r o m the posi t ion on Sept 9. How-
ever, it says it ha s no t received any official 
i n fo rma t ion on his rep lacement . 

"PRIMA would like to conf i rm tha t Sha-
h idan Kassim is no longer the c h a i r m a n of 
PRIMA as he res igned on Sept 9,2021. We 
would like to stress that he was not removed 
f rom his position," says PRIMA in response 
to The Edge's query. 

"As for the appointment of the new chair-
man, we would like to point out that we have 
yet to receive any official in fo rmat ion .The 
a p p o i n t m e n t of t h e n e w c h a i r m a n will be 
a n n o u n c e d accordingly." 

Also w i t h Umno , Shah idan is m e m b e r 
of pa r l i amen t for Arau. He was made PR-
IMA c h a i r m a n on Oct 23,2020, by fo rmer 
prime minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin. As 
cha i rman of PRIMA, he was also cha i rman 
of t he Nat ional Hous ing Council. 

A source tells The Edge t h a t t h e decision 
was m a d e due to Shah idan being appoint-
ed m i n i s t e r of t h e federa l t e r r i to r i e s by 
Ismai l Sabri. It is a pract ice at some GLCs 
t h a t a Cabinet m e m b e r should no t h e l m 
the organisa t ion. 

Last Wednesday, na t iona l news agency 
Bernama reported t h a t Tajuddin had been 
appo in t ed c h a i r m a n of t h e Gove rnmen t 
Backbenchers Club, rep lac ing Shah idan , 
w h o had been c h a i r m a n of t h e previously 
called Pe r ika tan Nas ional Backbenchers 
Club since May 2020. 

T a j u d d i n is n o s t r a n g e r to h e l m i n g 
GLCs. He was non-execu t ive c h a i r m a n of 
P rasa rana Malaysia Bhd b e t w e e n May 11, 
2020, and May 26,2021. Dur ing h i s t e n u r e 
a t P r a s a r a n a , h e c o u r t e d c o n t r o v e r s i e s 
w h e n he reportedly clashed w i t h the t h e n 
CEO M u h a m m a d Nizam Alias. Nizam was 
t h e n suspended and t e r m i n a t e d f r o m his 
pos i t ion for alleged m i s c o n d u c t a n d in-
subord ina t ion . 

Tajuddin also made the news for his cal-
lous r emarks at a May 25 press conference 
fo l lowing t h e coll is ion of t h e Light Rail 
Transi t t r a ins the n igh t before. He was re-
moved f r o m the posi t ion on May 26 by the 
Minis t ry of Finance following a public out-
cry over h i s lack of e m p a t h y and remorse 
over t h e inc ident . 

Then on May 27,Tajuddin was de ta ined 
by t h e Malays ian Ant i -Cor rup t ion Com-
miss ion on two charges of abuse of power. 
He was released on bail, and there has been 
no updates on t h e cases since. 

Meanwhi le , UDA Holdings Bhd chair-
m a n Datuk Seri Ja la luddin Alias ha s been 
appointed as deputy min i s t e r of t he feder-
al terr i tor ies . Ja la luddin , m e m b e r of par-
l i amen t for Jelebu, is also w i t h Umno . He 
was appointed to the post at UDA — w h i c h 
oversees u r b a n deve lopment projects re-

lated to business , indus t ry and hous ing in 
Malaysia — in May 2020. 

D a t u k Seri M a h d z i r K h a l i d , U m n o 
vice-president and m e m b e r of pa r l i ament 
for Padang Terap, h a s been c h a i r m a n of 
Tenaga Nasional Bhd since May 2020. Fol-
l owing h i s a p p o i n t m e n t as m i n i s t e r of 
rural development in August, he resigned 
f r o m his posi t ion as c h a i r m a n of Tenaga 
on Aug 29. It is no t k n o w n w h o will be t h e 
na t iona l ut i l i ty 's n e w c h a i r m a n . 

Another GLC tha t m a y see changes at 
t h e top is Syarikat P e r u m a h a n Nas ional 
Bhd. That is because the current cha i rman 
Haniza Mohamed Talha is an independent 
politician who was sacked f rom Parti Kead-
ilan Rakyat in July 2020. 

Haniza is a state assemblyman for Lem-
bah Jaya in Selangor. As she is no t a m e m -
ber of pa r l i ament , he r suppor t would not 
be needed by Ismail Sabri to m a i n t a i n par-
l i amen ta ry majori ty . 

M e a n w h i l e , D a t u k Seri Kha led Nor-
d in , m e n t e r i besar of Johor f r o m 2013 to 
2018 a n d m i n i s t e r of h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
b e t w e e n 2008 and 2013, s t epped d o w n as 
c h a i r m a n of Bous tead Hold ings Bhd in 
ear ly August w h e n Muhy idd in ' s govern-
m e n t col lapsed. A n e w c h a i r m a n h a s no t 
b e e n appo in ted yet. B 
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