
Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.

Billions lost to Bitcoin farms 
13,827 premises caught, RM4.5bil in electricity stolen since 2020 
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia suf- 
fered losses amounting to 
RM4.57bil from illegal electricity 
use linked to bitcoin mining activ- 
ities over the past five years. 

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Fadillah Yusof (pic), who dis- 
closed this to Parliament yester- 
day, said 13,827 premises were 
caught by Tenaga Nasional Bhd 
(TNB) for stealing electricity to 
power cryptocurrency mining 
operations, mainly bitcoin farms, 
since 2020. 

“This activity does not only 
pose safety risks to consumers, it 
also threatens the stability of our 
economy and presents a serious 
danger to the national energy 
supply system,” he said in a par- 
liamentary written reply. 

Fadillah, who is Energy 
Transition and Water Transfor- 
mation Minister, said the scale of 
losses required a robust response, 
with TNB developing an internal 
database containing complete 
records of owners and tenants of 

premises suspected of 
electricity theft for 
crypto-mining purpos- 
es. 

“This database plays 
a crucial role in identi- 
fying and monitoring 
suspicious premises 
and forms the basis for 
enforcement inspec- 
tions,” he added. 

Fadillah Fadillah said said TNB, TNB, in in 
cooperation with the ministry, 
Energy Commission (ST) and 
enforcement agencies, has inten- 
sified coordinated operations to 
combat the illicit activity. 

This included joint raids with 
the police, National Anti-Financial 
Crime Centre, Malaysian Commu- 
nications and Multimedia Com- 
mission, CyberSecurity Malaysia, 
Inland Revenue Board, local 
authorities and Malaysian Anti- 
Corruption Commission. 

“Through these collaborations, 
TNB is able to seize bitcoin min- 
ing machines and take effective 
action against the perpetrators,” 
he said. 

According to him, public 
awareness campaigns have also 

been rolled out via 
press statements, TV 
segments and various 
mass communication 
channels to educate 
the public on the dan- 
gers of electricity theft 
and to encourage tip- 
offs through TNB’s 
official reporting chan- 
nels. 

Fadillah Fadillah said said further further 
measures included stakeholder 
engagements with MPs, minis- 
tries, ST and judicial officers, as 
well as technical monitoring 
under the Distribution Trans- 
former Meter pilot project to 
detect abnormal usage patterns 
and potential theft. 

Smart meters are also being 
installed to enable real-time 
monitoring and quick detection 
of meter tampering. 

“The ministry, together with ST 
and TNB, remains committed to 
curbing meter interference and 
the illegal use of electricity, espe- 
cially for bitcoin mining. 

“These integrated enforcement 
efforts, awareness programmes 
and strategic engagements are 

essential to minimising losses to 
the electricity supply industry and safeguarding the integrity of 
the nation’s energy system,” he 
said. 

Separately, Deputy Energy 
Transition and Water Trans- 
formation Minister Akmal ee Nasrullah Mohd Nasir said they 
had established a multi-agency 
committee to tackle electricity 
theft linked to illegal bitcoin 
mining operations. 

The committee include repre- 
sentatives from the Finance 
Ministry, Digital Ministry, Home 
Ministry, Bank Negara Malaysia 
and the police, and will examine 
policy, legal and cross-agency 
issues related to fraudulent power 
use. 

“The committee will also facili- 
tate matters that require inter- 
vention at the policy level to curb 
electricity theft. 

“Instead of viewing this only 
from the enforcement angle, the 
committee will adopt a holistic 
approach,” he said during the 
committee-stage winding-up of 
the 2026 Supply Bill for the minis- 
try yesterday. 
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