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Bintulu Port launches inaugural scholarship, 
eyes annual award for Sarawak students 

k James Wong 
jameswong@theborneopost.com 

KUCHING: Bin tu lu Por t 
Holdings Berhad (BPHB) 
hopes t o m a k e i ts s cho la r sh ip 
p r o g r a m m e an a n n u a l ini t ia t ive 
to benef i t m o r e Sa rawak ians in 
t h e years to come. 

This year , t e n o u t s t a n d i n g 
s t u d e n t s w e r e se lected 
u n d e r t h e i n a u g u r a l BPHB 
Schola rsh ip P r o g r a m m e 
l a u n c h e d t h r o u g h t h e Bin tu lu 
Por t Founda t ion . 

T h e rec ip ien t s w e r e chosen 
f r o m over 500 app l i can t s based 
on academic meri t , l eadersh ip 
quali t ies, a n d socio-economic 
background . 

BPHB g r o u p chief execu t ive 
officer Rus lan Abdul Ghani 
said t h e c o m p a n y a ims t o 
c o n t r i b u t e m o r e in t h e f u t u r e 
and g radua l ly inc rease t h e 
n u m b e r of recipients . 

"We h o p e t h i s will b e c o m e 
ou r f lagship p r o g r a m m e . Every 
year , w e p lan to a l locate p a r t 
of our p rof i t s t o give back t o 
society, especial ly in he lp ing 
s t u d e n t s p u r s u e h igher 
educa t ion . It is ou r p lan t o 
have a year ly a l locat ion f o r 
scholarships . 

"At t h e m o m e n t , w e are 
focus ing on t he se t e n s t uden t s . 
We a re conf iden t t h e y will 
s t u d y h a r d and o n e day r e t u r n 
t o serve Bin tu lu P o r t and 
t h e state," he told r e p o r t e r s 
a f t e r t h e a w a r d s p r e s e n t a t i o n 
c e r e m o n y held a t t h e Hi l ton 
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Ruslan (back row, sixth from left) during the scholarship awards ceremony. — Photo by Roystein Emmor 

Hotel he re today. 
Earlier in h is speech, Rus lan 

said t h e scholarship ref lects t h e 
g roup ' s belief in t h e p o t e n t i a l 
of S a r a w a k i a n y o u t h s , 
pa r t i cu la r ly t h o s e w h o need 
s u p p o r t t o bui ld a b r i g h t e r 
f u t u r e . 

Of t h e t e n rec ipients , t h r e e 
are f r o m Univers i t i Malaysia 
S a r a w a k (Unimas), t w o f r o m 
Univers i t i Teknologi S a r a w a k 
(UTS), and one each f r o m 

Univers i t i Teknologi Malays ia 
(UTM), Univers i t i Malaya (UM), 
Univers i t i Sains Malays ia 
(USM), Univers i t i Malays ia 
Perlis (UNIMAP), and Universi t i 
Tenaga Nasional (UNITEN). 

According t o t h e group, t h i s 
first cohor t re f lec ts Sa rawak ' s 
r ich cu l tu ra l and e thn i c 
diversi ty, w i t h rec ip ien t s f r o m 
Iban, Malay, Chinese, Kenyah, 
and Melanau backgrounds . 

"They are pu r su ing vi tal fields 

of s tudy , f r o m eng inee r ing 
a n d science t o social sciences, 
finance and business , all crucial 
t o Sa rawak ' s socio-economic 
growth," it said. 

Appl ican t s w e r e r equ i red t o 
h a v e a t leas t 6A's in SPM or a 
CGPA of 3.50 fo r d ip loma or 
f o u n d a t i o n holders . Select ion 
also cons ide red l eade r sh ip 
potent ial , w i t h pr ior i ty given t o 
s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e B40 i n c o m e 
group. 
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