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SOLAR POWER

PHOTOVOLTAIC solar energy
systems allow us to gener-
ate our own electricity, sig-
nificantly reducing electricity

bills—andinsomecases,eliminating
them.

In Malaysia, a photovoltaic solar
systemwithacapacityofaround5 kW
can produce up to 600 kWh of elec-
tricity per month, which is enough to
cover 70 per cent to 100 per cent of a
typicalhousehold’selectricityneeds.

Once seen as a luxury only acces-
sible to the wealthy, solar panels are
now gaining traction among home-
owners as a modern, eco-friendly,
and cost-effective solution.

For Saiful Nizam Abu Bakar, 44,
the switch to solar energy began in
August last year after years of paying
aroundRM700monthly forelectricity
to support a household of seven.

Saiful said he received a RM4,000
rebate through a solar incentive
scheme at the time and paid only
RM23,000 to install 14 solar panels
on his roof.

“Although I have to pay RM300 in
monthly instalments for five years (to
finance the solar system), after that I
no longer have to worry about elec-
tricitybills.MybillusedtobeRM700a
month—now it’s justRM40,”hesaid.

MOREAFFORDABLE
Beyond rebates through solar incen-
tive schemes, financing options from
localbankshelpeasethe initialcostof
installing photovoltaic systems.

GanYongLi,38,saidthat theoption
to pay in instalments hasmade solar
energymore appealing to the public.

LikeSaiful,hereceivedaRM4,000
rebate and installed 10 panels on his
home.

“My electricity bill used to be
nearly RM400 amonth. Since install-
ingsolarpanels, ithasdroppedto just
about RM10 amonth,” he said.

“Sometimes it goes over RM100
when I charge the car more often,
but it’susuallybelowRM100,"hesaid.

Affordable solution for Malaysian
households to reduce electricity bills

For Gan, one interesting aspect is
that themaintenancecostofsolarpan-
els isminimal.Theyneed tobecleaned
only occasionally, and usually, the rain
will wash awaymost of the dirt.

SUSTAINABLESOLUTION
Meanwhile, senior lecturerandenergy
manageratUniversitiMalaysiaSabah,
DrWanKhairulMuzammilAbdRahim,
described solar energy as a smart
choice, capable of reducing electricity
bills bymore than 90 per cent.

“Financing options like solar leas-
ingandzeroupfrontcostmodelsmake
solarpowermoreaccessible,”hesaid.

He said solar technology costs in
Malaysia have dropped by 30 per cent
to 50 per cent over the past five years,
thankstoadvancementsand increased
competition.

“Generating your own electricity
also shields you from inflation. It’s a
proactive investment for an uncertain
future,” he added.

More importantly, solar energy
reduces reliance on fossil fuels like
coal, thereby lowering carbon emis-
sions and improving air quality.

ThisshiftalignswithMalaysia’sgoal
ofachievingnet-zerocarbonemissions
by 2050 in response to global climate
change.

With rapid technological advance-
ments, growing climate awareness,
and rising living costs, solar energy is
proving tobeahighlyworthwhile long-
term investment.

Supported by government incen-
tives, substantial cost savings, and
easy, affordable maintenance,
there's no reason to wait.

Visitwww.tnb.com.my/solar
or consult a certified solar
photovoltaic system provider
to take the first step toward
a more sustainable energy
future.

Myelectricity
bill used to

benearlyRM400
amonth. Since
installing solar
panels, it has
dropped to just
aboutRM10a
month. Sometimes
it goes overRM100
when I charge the
carmoreoften, but
it’s usually below
RM100.

GAN YONG LI

Although I
have topay

RM300 inmonthly
instalments for
five years (to
finance the solar
system), after that
Ino longerhave
toworryabout
electricity bills.
Mybill used tobe
RM700amonth—
now it’s justRM40.

SAIFUL NIZAM ABU
BAKAR

Generating
yourown

electricityalso
shields you
from inflation.
It’s aproactive
investment for
anuncertain
future.

DRWAN KHAIRUL
MUZAMMIL ABD RAHIM
Senior lecturer and
energy manager at
Universiti Malaysia
Sabah,

Solar energy aligns with Malaysia’s goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 in response to global climate change.

Solarpanelsaregainingtractionamonghomeownersasamodern,eco-friendly,andcost-effective
solution.

Cost-saving,
eco-friendly
solution
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