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Sabah showcases bold 
energy transition at 
Energy Asia 2025 
KUALA LUMPUR: T h e Energy 
Commiss ion of S a b a h (ECoS), 
u n d e r t h e Chief Minis te r ' s 
por t fo l io , p r e s e n t e d Sabah ' s 
e n e r g y t r a n s i t i o n r o a d m a p a t 
t h e Energy Asia 2025 c o n f e r e n c e 
d u r i n g a high-level pane l t i t l ed 
"Energising Malaysia 's Growth." 

I t s CEO D a t u k Ir Abdul 
Nasse r bin Abdul Wah id jo ined a 
d i s t i ngu i shed pane l of i n d u s t r y 
leaders : Dato ' H a m z a h Huss in , 
CEO of Sus t a inab l e Ene rgy 
D e v e l o p m e n t A u t h o r i t y (SEDA) 
Malaysia; D a t u k Ir. Mega t 
J a l a ludd in Mega t Hassan , 
P re s iden t & CEO of Tenaga 
Nas iona l Be rhad (TNB); a n d Ir. 
J a m e s Ung Sing Kwong, G r o u p 
COO of S a r a w a k Energy Berhad. 

Toge the r , t h e y d i scussed 
Malaysia 's bold j o u r n e y t o w a r d a 
greener , more sus ta inab le ene rgy 
f u t u r e . 

Nasse r ou t l i ned Sabah ' s 
a m b i t i o n f o r a c leaner , m o r e 
res i l ient a n d inc lus ive e n e r g y 
sys tem, gu ided b y t h e S a b a h 
Energy R o a d m a p a n d M a s t e r 
Plan 2040 (SE-RAMP 2040). 

Sabah a ims t o sh i f t f r o m a gas-
d e p e n d e n t ene rgy mix, c u r r e n t l y 
80%, t o 80% r e n e w a b l e e n e r g y 
(RE) by 2050. F lagship p ro j ec t s 
like t h e 100MW / 400MWh 
B a t t e r y Energy S to rage S y s t e m 
(BESS) in Lahad Datu , se t t o be 
S o u t h e a s t Asia's largest , will he lp 
s tabi l i se t h e grid a n d s u p p o r t 
solar i n t e g r a t i o n w h e n it beg ins 
ope ra t ions in Ju ly 2025. 

Es tab l i shed u n d e r t h e 2023 
Gas Supp ly a n d 2024 Electr ic i ty 
Supp ly E n a c t m e n t s , ECoS 
regu la t e s e lect r ic i ty and o n s h o r e 
gas in Sabah , ove r see ing p o w e r 
p lanning , l icensing, a n d ru r a l 
e lectr i f icat ion. 

Accord ing t o Nasser , t h i s 
a u t o n o m y al lows S a b a h t o 
ta i lo r e n e r g y d e v e l o p m e n t t o 

local needs , t a r g e t i n g fu l l r u r a l 
access by 2030, a SAIDI be low 100 
m i n u t e s by 2030, a n d m a i n t a i n 
ca rbon neu t r a l i t y by mid-cen tu ry 
and beyond. 

To i m p r o v e e n e r g y secur i ty , 
Sabah ' s r e se rve m a r g i n is 
e x p e c t e d t o exceed 25% b y Q3 
2025 t h r o u g h t h r e e f a s t - t r a c k e d 
projec ts : t h e i n t e r i m r e n t a l 
diesel (which w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d 
ear ly t h i s year) a n d s u b s e q u e n t 
comple t i on of Lahad D a t u BESS 
a n d a 100MW i n t e r i m gas p l a n t 
in Kimanis. 

To m a i n t a i n t h e h e a l t h y 
r e se rve marg in f o r t h e n e x t f ive 
years , n e w p o w e r p l a n t s p ro jec t s 
h a v e b e e n a p p r o v e d w h i c h 
compr i s e m i x t u r e s of n a t u r a l 
gas p o w e r p l a n t s in Kimanis a n d 
r e n e w a b l e s ma in ly f r o m solar 
and h y d r o p lants . 

Sabah is d ivers i fy ing i ts ene rgy 

mix w i t h 826MW of solar t a rge t ed 
b y 2030 a n d over i ,500MW of 
iden t i f i ed h y d r o p o w e r . T h e 
s t a t e is also ac t ive ly exp lo r ing 
b iomass , geo the rma l , w i n d 
a n d f r o n t i e r t echno log ies s u c h 
as Ocean T h e r m a l Ene rgy 
Conve r s ion (OTEC) a n d Smal l 
Modula r Reactors (SMRs), backed 
by enab l ing legislation. 

Sabah s u p p o r t s regional p o w e r 
in teg ra t ion via t h e ASEAN Power 
Grid, w i t h t h e c o m m i s s i o n i n g of 
S a b a h / S a r a w a k i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 
by end of th i s yea r a n d t o f u r t h e r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n 
b a c k b o n e t h r o u g h t h e S o u t h e r n 
Link 275kV T r a n s m i s s i o n Line 
Pro jec t w h i c h will p rov ide 
a n o t h e r l ink of i ts eas t and w e s t 
c o a s t s f o r b e t t e r grid resi l ient , 
enab le e f f i c i en t c ross -border 
t r ade , a n d un lock h y d r o p o w e r 
potent ia l . 

However , t a r i f f a n d s u b s i d y 
cha l lenges pers i s t . T h e ave rage 

cha l lenges pers i s t . T h e ave rage 
t a r i f f h a s r e m a i n e d a t 34.5 s e n / 
k W h s ince 2014, r equ i r ing over 
RM700 mill ion in subs id ies in 
2025. 

ECoS is p u r s u i n g a s u s t a i n a b l e 
t a r i f f model, leveraging t h e ICPT 
f r a m e w o r k t o g r adua l l y p h a s e 
o u t subsidies. 

Despi te global i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
s u p p l y cons t r a in t s , Nasse r 
r e a f f i r m e d Sabah ' s c o m m i t m e n t 
t o i t s e n e r g y goals, c i t ing t h e 
f o r m a t i o n of a n i n t e r v e n t i o n 
c o m m i t t e e f o r acce le ra t ing 
r u r a l e lec t r i f i ca t ion a n d a 
c o o r d i n a t i n g c o m m i t t e e f o r 
h y d r o deve lopment . 

"With s t r o n g policies, r o b u s t 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , a n d inves to r -
r e a d y f r a m e w o r k s , S a b a h is on 
t r a c k t o m e e t SE-RAMP 2040," 
said Nasser . 

"Our j o u r n e y is n o t j u s t a b o u t 
m o r e power , i t 's a b o u t a j u s t 
t r a n s i t i o n a n d inc lus ive e n e r g y 
f o r aU." 

With strong 
policies, robust 
infrastructure, 
and investor-ready 
frameworks, Sabah 
is on track to meet 
SE-RAMP 2040. 
Our journey is not 
just about more 
power, it's about a 
just transition and 
inclusive energy for 
all. 

I / Datuk Ir Abdul Nasser 
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Nasser (right) alongside panel members during the recent Energy Asia 
Conference 2025. 
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