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Budget 2025's continued focus on green agenda' draws praise 
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KUCHING: Budget 2025's 
cont inued focus on advancing t h e 
'green agenda ' wi th in Malaysia 
has d r awn praise f r o m indus t ry 
commenta tors . 

To recap under Budget 2025, 
t h e Nat ional Energy Trans i t ion 
Facil i tat ion Roadmap (NETR) 
saw i ts al located f u n d raised 
f r o m RM100 million in 2024 to 
RM300 million. The appl ica t ion 
fo r r o o f t o p solar quo ta t i on 
al location unde r t h e Net-Energy 
Meter ing (NEM) was also 
extended unt i l June 30,2025. 

Meanwhile, the Green 
Technology Financing Scheme 
(GTFS) wh ich seeks t o increase 
adopt ion of green technology 
in Malaysian i ndus t ry w a s 
also a n n o u n c e d t h a t it would 
con t inue unt i l 2026 wi th RMi 
billion funding. 

In a s t a t ement , Solarvest 
Holdings Bhd (Solarvest) 
welcomed Budget 2025 as it aligns 
w i t h the i r r e commenda t ion 
fo r Malaysia to accelerate i ts 
clean energy t r ans i t i on a n d 
d e m o n s t r a t e s a c o m m i t m e n t 

by the g o v e r n m e n t to f o s t e r 
a thr iv ing renewable energy 
sector. 

"The 2025 Budget is a 
s ignif icant s t e p f o r w a r d in 
solidifying Malaysia's posi t ion 
as a leader in r enewab le energy. 
By allocating over RM300 million 
under the NETR, compared to 
RM100 million th i s year, t h e 
coun t ry is set t o enhance i ts 
energy landscape. 

"The cons is tent ly s t r ong 
d e m a n d for solar energy and 
NEM underscores the impor tance 
of ex tending NEM to June 2025. 

"This move will enable clean 
energy providers like us t o 
f u r t h e r cont r ibute to the nat ion 's 
energy transi t ion," said Davis 
Chong, execut ive director and 
group chief execut ive off icer of 
Solarvest. 

Chong added tha t t h e e-rebates 
of u p to RM70 million will also 
s ignif icant ly aid Malaysia in 
achieving i ts 'green agenda ' as it 
would encourage consumers and 
industr ies t o b u y energy-efficient 
electrical equipment and suppor t 
individuals and bus inesses t o 
t rans i t ion to cleaner energy 
solutions. 

"This will drive grea ter 
adopt ion of renewables , 

adopt ion of renewables , 
delivering last ing bene f i t s f o r 
our economy and communit ies," 

Chong shared. 
Similarly, Chris t ina Tee, 

pres ident of Malaysian 
In t e rna t iona l Chamber of 
Commerce & Indus t ry (MICC1) 
guided t h a t they were welcoming 
of Budget 2025 as it aligns wi th 
their key focus of sustainabil i ty. 

Other t h a n the increased NETR 
funding , Tee guided t h a t they 
were opt imist ic abou t the RNMl 
billion al locat ions to t h e GTFS 
as well as t ax b reak fo r Carbon 
Capture , Util isation and Storage 
(CCUS) activities. 

"We welcome t h e push 
to enhance access t o and 
p roduc t ion of r enewable energy, 
and to encourage wider indus t ry 
par t ic ipa t ion to achieve a net-
zero ca rbon economy," she 
shared. 

She added t h a t MICCI a re also 
encouraged by t h e increasing 
of Technical and Vocational 

Educat ion and Training (TVET) 
al location to RM7.5 billion 
which is expected t o no t only 
provide increased oppor tun i t i e s 
for vulnerable y o u t h a n d 
marginal ised communi t i e s 
b u t also potent ia l ly resolve 
critical work fo rce shor tages in 
Malaysia's labour force. 

"Especially w i th Malaysia 
aiming t o t r a n s f o r m t h e 
indus t r ia l landscape wi th high-
g rowth and high-tech indus t r ies 
unde r N1MP, th is move will 
con t r ibu te t o w a r d s ensur ing 
Malaysia remains competi t ive on 
t h e global stage," she concluded. 

On t h a t note, Suresh Sidhu, 
chief execut ive off icer a n d 
f o u n d e r of EdgePoint, an 
Asean based independen t 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e company, shared 
t h a t t h e y were opt imist ic a t 
t h e RM635 million al location to 

improve in f r a s t ruc tu re , replace 
ou tda ted equipment , and expand 
i n t e rne t access across all public 
universities. 

Suresh guided t h a t t h e y 
looked fo rward to playing their 
role in equipping universi t ies 
w i th modern , f u t u r e read 
technology and provid ing 
g radua tes w i t h seamless high 
qual i ty connect iv i ty t h a t 
would maximize thei r po ten t i a l 
t h rough e-learning resources and 
development mater ials online 

Besides this, the ongoing 
Point of Presence (POP) projects 
will also con t inue wi th RM800 
million al located as well as a 
f ixed b r o a d b a n d connec t iv i ty 
p rog ramme for rura l schools 

p rog ramme for rura l schools 
w i th an al location of RM100 
million. 

T h i s coupled w i t h t h e 
al locat ions to c rea te more 
oppor tun i t i e s in emerging f ields 

such a s AI, robotics, t h e I n t e r n e t 
of Things (IoT), da t a science, 
FinTech and more, will speed up 
our journey to becoming a robus t 
digital economy," Suresh shared. 

He added t h a t EdgePoint 
would also be looking to suppo r t 
the imp lemen ta t ion of CCUS 
activities th rough t h e explorat ion 
of t h e latest approaches to 
in tegra t ing sus ta inabi l i ty in to 
our te lecommunicat ions towers. 

While t he re w a s some concern 
regarding t h e announced 
in t roduc t ion of Carbon Tax 
on t h e iron, steel a n d energy 
indus t ry in 2026, mos t ana lys t s 
held no s t rong opinions at 
the m o m e n t and ins tead were 
hopefu l t h a t the re would be more 
dialogue be tween gove rnmen t 
and indus t r ies be fore i t s detai ls 
were ironed out. 

Some also believed t h a t t h e 
upcoming carbon t ax would 
be beneficial for na t iona l 
development as it would no t only 
widen Malaysia's t ax revenue 
base bu t also f u r t h e r Malaysia's 
a im for a t r ans i t ion in to a low-
carbon economy. 

Note t h a t since t h e Paris 
Agreement in 2015, Malaysia 
has commi t t ed to reduce its 
g reenhouse gas (GHG) emiss ions 
in tens i ty by 45 per cen t f r o m its 
2005 levels by 2030. 
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