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SHIFT IN GLOBAL TRADE

MAYBANK IB:
TURN AI BOOM
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MALAYSIA has an op-
portunity to capi-
talise on the global
artificial intelligence

( A I )  i n v e s t m e n t  b o o m  t o
strengthen its economic growth
and trade position.

According to Maybank Invest-
ment Bank Bhd (Maybank IB), de-
mand for semiconductors and
other AI-enabling technologies is
emerging as a key driver of eco-
nomic activity and trade.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) projected global
growth of 3.1 per cent in 2026,
with AI investment supporting
activity, particularly in econ-
omies producing semiconduc-
tors and other AI-enabling tech-
nologie s.
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FLIGHT TRAFFIC UP 18PC Y E A R- O N -Y

Vista sees stronger 
KUALA LUMPUR: Vis ta’s flight
traffic in Malaysia rose 18 per
cent year-on-year in the first half
of 2026, higher than the 14 per
cent growth recorded across Asia
P a c i f i c.

Vista chief business officer
Youssef Mouallem said the
growth is supported by industrial
activity in Malaysia and demand
from business travellers seeking
greater flexibility and shorter
travel time.

“We see a big part of the in-
dustrial attraction in Malaysia.
Business aviation has always
been a tool for enabling business
and we’re seeing it come into play
with that,” he told Business Times
in an interview recently.

Mouallem said he expects the
growth trend to continue in the
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