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Malaysia to launch sustainability professmnals body by end-2026

MALAYSIA is set to launch a new
professional body for sustainability
practitioners by the end of 2026 as
businesses face growing demands
to meet sustainability reporting
standards and translate them into
business decisions.

The Association of Sustainability
Professionals (ASP), incubated by
the Securitiecs Commission Malay-
sia (SC), will serve as a national
platform to strengthen profes-
sional standards and sustainabi-
lity capabilities across industries.

ASP chairperson Raja Amir Shah
Raja Azwa said the association comes
as sustainability takes on a bigger
role in corporate decision-making
and business performance.

“Sustainability is no Innger a
specific topic sitting on the murgms
uf busi It is i

g how ions
nsk allocate napil:a.l. report petfur
mance, as well as build long-term
resilience.
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Raja Amir Shah says ASP aims to professionalise sustainability

ractitioners, raise the profession’s credibi d hel,
Enﬂd their capabilities and talent ;iptl i 2

In particular, evolving require-
ments under Malaysia's National
Sustainability Reporting Frame-
work (NSRF) are increasing the
need for practitioners who can

ge reporting exp
risks while translating sustainabil-

The

Members will have access to

nlll'lutn
a reference point for recognising
and accrediting sustainability
competencies, including recog-
nising high-quality training and
certification offerings.
“The intended outcome |s to
fi lise sustai
ptactitiunets. raise the mdihillty
of the profession, and give organ-
a trusted point
when building their capabilities
and talent pipelines,” Raja Amir
Shah said.
ASP will focus on three areas

learning and development oppor-
tunities, professional develop-
ment and certification pathways,
cross-industry collaboration and
policy dialogue.

The association's inaugu-
ral executive committee brings
together senior sustainability and
corporate leaders from financial
institutions, listed companies and
professional organisations.

Raja Amir Shah is also HSBC
Amanah Malaysia Bhd CEO and
HSBC Bank Malaysia Bhd chief

the 5C's Sustainahility Officers
Dialogue in April 2025, where more
than 50 practitioners discussed
capacity needs, the talent pipe-
line, reporting

— building a y bility officer, while Tenaga

of inability professionals, Nasional Bhd (TNB) chief sustaina-

= i lism and  bility officer Leo Pui Yong serves as

nthu‘s while developing futum— ASP deputy chairman.

Its establishment follows m.u, P ies, and providing Other organisati [ d

a ive voice for the professi include RHB Bank Bhd, Sime Darby

1t will also serve as a soundmg Property Bhd, Bursa Malaysia Bhd,

board on pollcy and mnrkﬂ d.ml- SD Guthrie Bhd, Gamuda Bhd, Press

p Metal Aluminium Holdings Bhd, Pwe

hallenges and the toMalay-  Malaysia and UN Global Compact
sia's mder sumlnﬂhlllty agenda. Network Malaysia and Brunei,

need for a formal platform for

“Across Mal ity requi into credible busi-  collaboration. ipwill extend b d With its launch expected by year-
being asked o 1 ness il a kl.y role for ASP will be to thoxe holdtng sustninablllt}n end, ASP is mlm:led to pmwdca
sustainability smminrds. rcgu]a ASP forms part of the Capital more i p more str pr
tions, as well as stakeholder expec-  Market Masterplan 2026-2030 and  tency standards for susmnabiilty als in risk g fi fi k for inability practi-
tations,” he said at the JC3 Journey  has received seed hmdlng from practltloncrs as the field b i facilities  tioners as reporting and regulatory
to Zero Conference 2026 in Kuala  the Capital Markets D P lated and techni- b and other related Jui inue to develop
Lumpur (KL) recently. Fund. cally dmanding. functions. — by AUFA MARDHIAH
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