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Education to 
remain strong 
pillar of M'sia-
UKties: Envoy 
LONDON: The educa t i on sec to r w i l l 
cont inue to be o n e of t h e main pillars o f 
re la t ions b e t w e e n Malaysia and the 
Un i ted K ingdom (UK), said Malaysia's 
H igh C o m m i s s i o n e r to t he UK a n d 
Nor thern Ireland Datuk Zakri Jaafar. 

He said Malaysia current ly ranks as 
the e igh th h ighes t s o u r c e of 
internat ional s tudents pursuing higher 
educat ion in the UK, w i th a to ta l o f 
13,005 students. 

"At t he same t ime, there are m o r e 
than 50 schools and f ive UK universit ies 
operat ing in Malaysia." 

He w a s speaking at a dinner w i th 
Malaysians in the UK hos ted by Deputy 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Fadil lah Yusof 
at t he Malaysian High Commiss ion in 
London on Friday. 

A b o u t 8 0 peop le , c o m p r i s i n g 
s tudents , representa t ives f r o m GLCs 
a n d s ta f f o f t he H igh Commiss ion , 
a t t ended the event. 

A lso p resen t w e r e Fadi l lah's w i fe 
Datin Seri Ruziah M o h d Tahir, Tenaga 
Nas iona l Be rhad ch ie f n e w e n e r g y 
o f f i ce r M o h d Zarihi M o h d Hashim, 
Sarawak Energy Berhad Group CEO 
Datuk Sharbini Suhaili and de legates 
f rom the Energy Transit ion and Wa te r 
Transformat ion Ministry. 

Fadillah, w h o arr ived f r om Turk iye on 
W e d n e s d a y for a th ree -day wo rk ing 
visit, led the Malaysian de legat ion to the 
Future of Energy Securi ty Summi t he ld 
at Lancaster House. 

Zakri said Malaysia and the UK have 
ma in ta ined c lose coopera t ion in t he 
d e f e n c e sector, part icular ly th rough the 
Five Power D e f e n c e A r r a n g e m e n t s 
wh ich inc lude jo in t mil i tary exercises, 
d e f e n c e indus t ry co l labora t ion , 
p rocu remen t and techno logy exchange. 

He a d d e d that a to ta l o f 315,980 
visitors f r o m the UK vis i ted Malaysia in 
2024 c o m p a r e d wi th 272,297 in 2023 and 
134,667 the year before, add ing that t he 
number is expec ted to rise this year 
f o l l o w i n g the r e s u m p t i o n o f Bri t ish 
A i rways f l ights to Kuala Lumpur . 

Zakri said the work ing visit by Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim to t he 
UK earl ier this year is proof o f the st rong 
t ies be tween both nations, not on ly on a 
bi lateral basis bu t also th rough various 
fora he ld by C o m m o n w e a l t h , Un i ted 
Nat ions and others. 

"These re la t ions a re fu r the r 
s t r e n g t h e n e d t h r o u g h t h e UK's 
par t i c ipa t ion as an Asean d i a l ogue 
par tner , a n d m o r e recen t l y , its 
accession to the Comprehens ive and 
Progress ive A g r e e m e n t fo r Trans-
Pacific Partnership, o f wh ich Malaysia is 
an exist ing member." - Bernama 
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