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Education remains a pillar 
of M'sia-UK ties — Envoy 
LONDON: T h e e d u c a t i o n s ec to r 
will c o n t i n u e t o be o n e of t h e 
ma in pil lars of re la t ions b e t w e e n 
Malays ia a n d t h e Un i t ed 
Kingdom (UK), said Malaysia ' s 
High C o m m i s s i o n e r t o t h e UK 
a n d N o r t h e r n I re land, D a t u k 
Zakri J aa fa r . 

He said Malays ia c u r r e n t l y 
r a n k s as t h e e i g h t h h ighes t 
sou rce of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t u d e n t s 
p u r s u i n g h ighe r e d u c a t i o n in 
t h e UK, w i t h a t o t a l of 13,005 
s tuden t s . 

"At t h e s a m e t ime, t h e r e a re 
m o r e t h a n 50 schools a n d five 
UK un ive r s i t i e s o p e r a t i n g in 
Malaysia," he said in h i s speech 
a t a d i n n e r w i t h Malays ians in 
t h e UK, h o s t e d b y D e p u t y P r i m e 
Min is te r D a t u k Seri Fadi l lah 
Yusof, w h o is also Min is te r of 
Energy T r a n s i t i o n a n d W a t e r 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n , a t t h e High 
Commiss ion of Malays ia in 
London on Friday. 

Some 80 people a t t e n d e d 
t h e even t , compr i s ing 
s t u d e n t s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m 
g o v e r n m e n t - l i n k e d compan ies , 
a n d s ta f f of t h e Malays ian High 
Commiss ion in London. 

Also p r e s e n t w e r e Fadi l lah 's 
wife, Da t i n Seri Ruziah M o h d 
Tahir ; Chief N e w Energy Officer 
of Tenaga Nas iona l Berhad, Mohd 
Zar ih i M o h d Hash im; S a r a w a k 
Energy Berhad G r o u p Chief 
Execut ive Officer D a t u k Sharb in i 
Suhaili; a n d de lega tes f r o m t h e 
Min i s t ry of Energy T r an s i t i o n 
a n d W a t e r T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

(PETRA). 
T h e D e p u t y P r ime Minis ter , 

w h o a r r ived h e r e f r o m Tiirkiye 
on W e d n e s d a y f o r a t h r e e -
d a y w o r k i n g visit , ear l ier had 
p e r f o r m e d Fr iday p r a y e r s 
w i t h t h e Malays i an Musl im 
c o m m u n i t y a t Malaysia Hall. 

Dur ing his visit , Fadi l lah led 
t h e Malays ian de lega t ion t o t h e 
S u m m i t of t h e F u t u r e of Ene rgy 
Secur i ty held a t Lancas te r House, 
w h i c h t o o k place over t w o d a y s 
s t a r t i n g Thur sday . 

Zakr i also n o t e d t h a t Malays ia 
a n d t h e UK h a v e m a i n t a i n e d 
close coope ra t i on in t h e d e f e n c e 
sec tor , pa r t i cu l a r ly t h r o u g h 
t h e Five P o w e r Defence 
A r r a n g e m e n t s (FPDA), w h i c h 
inc lude jo in t mi l i t a ry exercises, 
d e f e n c e i n d u s t r y col labora t ion , 
p r o c u r e m e n t , a n d t e c h n o l o g y 
exchange. 

In t e r m s of t ou r i sm , a t o t a l of 
315,980 v is i tors f r o m t h e UK w e r e 
r eco rded a r r iv ing in Malays ia in 
2024, c o m p a r e d t o 272,297 in 2023 
a n d 134,667 t h e yea r be fo re . This 
n u m b e r is expec t ed t o c o n t i n u e 
r i s ing in 2025 fo l lowing t h e 
r e s u m p t i o n of Bri t ish Ai rways ' 
f l ight services t o Kuala Lumpur . 

Zakr i added t h a t t h e w o r k i n g 
visit by Pr ime Minister Da tuk Seri 
A n w a r Ib rah im to t h e UK earl ier 
th i s yea r is proof of t h e s t r o n g 
t ies b e t w e e n b o t h na t ions , no t 
only on a bi la tera l bas is b u t also 
t h r o u g h va r ious f o r a s u c h as t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d t h e Uni ted 
Na t ions (UN). — Bernama 
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