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B Y T A N S I E W M U N G 

© 
Hitting environmental 
and social goals 

erdeka 118, also known as 
Merdeka PNB 118, is poised 
to become the f i r s t in 
Malaysia to achieve three 
green building accredita-
tions locally and interna-
tionally. The 93%-completed 
project is also known for its 

community-building initiatives, which include 
awarding grants to local organisations to revi-
talise the tower's surrounding area. 

Permodalan Nasional Bhd Merdeka Ventures 
Sdn Bhd (PMVSB) CEO Tengku Datuk Ab Aziz 
Tengku Mahmud tells ESG in an email inter-
view that building the tower is in line with 
Permodalan Nasional Bhd's (PNB) aspiration to 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2025. PMVSB, 
which is wholly owned by PNB, is aiming to 
achieve triple green platinum certifications: 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED), Green Real Estate (GreenRE) and Green 
Building Index (GBI). It is also aiming to obtain 
the WELL certification, which ensures that the 
work environment for office tenants is at an 
optimal level. If successful, it will be the first 
WELL-certified building in Malaysia. 

"Employees will be able to benefit from fun-
damental features that meet the WELL Core 
criteria encompassing more than 10 concepts, 
including air, water, light and nourishment," 
Ab Aziz says. 

PMVSB hopes to create a positive impact 
on communities around the tower by enhanc-
ing liveability and supporting local livelihoods, 
while celebrating the area's historical and 

"With enhanced livability and 
walkability surrounding the 
Merdeka 118 precinct, we are 
optimistic that this will increase 
footfall into the area and 
subsequently ease the issue of 
(property) glut within the area." 
S B A Z I Z 
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cultural heritage. To achieve this, it launched 
the Merdeka 118 Community Grants Programme 
in June 2021 and is collaborating with Think City 
to enhance public infrastructure in the area. 

Green buildings are the way of the future, 
says Ab Aziz. But sustainable living also includes 
a thriving community in which people want to 
live, work and play. 

"Merdeka 118 aptly demonstrates this. As 
part of the site development, we are work-
ing with city planners such as Think City and 
DBKL (Kuala Lumpur City Hall) to spearhead the 
Public Realm Improvements programme. With 
enhanced livability and walkability surrounding 
the Merdeka 118 precinct, we are optimistic 
that this will increase footfall into the area and 
subsequently ease the issue of (property) glut 
within the area," he says. 

The collaboration with Think City will see 
public areas like children's playgrounds, commu-
nity areas, shelters and walkways being trans-
formed. Additionally, PMVSB is contributing 

to the Halaman Kampung 
Attap project — in collabo-
ration with DBKL and local 
communities — to plant more 
trees along Jalan Rotan and 
the Zhongshan Building. The 
nearby Stadium Merdeka will 
be part of the project as well. 

"As the cus tod ian of 
Stadium Merdeka, our vision 

is to bring back the spirit of Merdeka to all 
Malaysians. To achieve this, adaptive reuse plays 
an intrinsic role in our efforts towards the reac-
tivation of Stadium Merdeka," Ab Aziz says. 

Adaptive reuse of historical buildings within 
the precinct is a critical component to bring-
ing the community together so that existing 
buildings and facilities can serve their needs, 
he adds. "It is a powerful way to preserve and 
keep our historic buildings in active use, posi-
tioning them at the forefront of life and culture 
in Kuala Lumpur." 

Upon completion, the fruits of these efforts 
will be enjoyed by Malaysians. 

"In line with our green approach — not only 
for Merdeka 118 tower and the precinct as a 
whole, and the restoration of Stadium Merdeka 
particularly — Malaysians will be able to enjoy 
an open green area near the stadium, along with 
our Merdeka Boulevard at the tower that offers 
four acres of greenery and open space for the 
community and visitors to enjoy," he says. 
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n 2021, Sunway Group formulated a 

I Green Building Policy as part of its 
commitment that all its new town-
ships and buildings completed from 
2025 onwards will be certified as green. 
This is in line with the company's goal 
to achieve net-zero carbon emissions 
by 2050 and its interim target to halve 

emissions by 2030, says Sunway Bhd property 
division managing director _ 
Sarena Cheah. 

The policy ensures that the mr-~- ^ 
group will integrate sustainable fiL*"^ 
practices into the development, H r ^ M T 
operations and management of 
its townships and buildings, it "We see green townships and 
underscores the group's com- green buildings as developments 
mitment to designing built that focus on boosting resource 
environments that facilitate efficiency while reducing the 
healthy lifestyles and prioritise impact on human health and the 
the well-being of stakeholders, environment during the buildings' 

"we see green townships lite cycle through better design, 
and green buildings as devel- construction, operation and 
opments that focus on boost- maintenance." 
ing resource efficiency while CHEAH 
reducing the impact on human 
health and the environment during the buildings' 
life cycle through better design, construction, 
operation and maintenance," Cheah extols. "We 
have another six buildings targeted for comple-
tion from 2025 onwards that are in the process 
of obtaining their green building certifications." 
Currently, Sunway has two townships and 33 
buildings that have received green certifications, 
she shares. 

Of course, there are additional costs 
involved in developing green buildings, but 
operating costs can be lowered due to a more 
efficient use of energy. 

"We recently partnered with ENGIE South 
East Asia Pte Ltd to develop a district cooling 
system for our new integrated waterfront liv-
ing in Sunway South Quay Square. The cooling 
solution will help lower operating costs while 
effectively reining in carbon emissions, with 
improvements to air quality," Cheah says. 

To stimulate consumer demand for green 

Green buildings 
all the way 

buildings, attractive financing rates are impor-
tant. That's why Sunway recently signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with Public Bank Bhd. 

"Customers who acquire green-certified 
buildings from us are eligible to apply for the 
bank's special sustainable financing package," 
says Cheah, adding that more such collabora-
tions are in the works. 

"We are currently engaging commercial 
banks to help our green buildings obtain prefer-
ential financing and to encourage Malaysians to 
purchase units within green-certified buildings." 

As for Sunway Group's retail and entertain-
ment businesses, it has introduced a green lease 
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that encourages retailers to adopt sustainability 
practices. A green lease incorporates clauses 
in which the owner and occupier have to ful-
fil certain responsibilities so the business can 
operate sustainably. 

"We have recently introduced a green clause 
as part of our green lease to encourage our 
retailers to adopt sustainability practices. The 
impetus is driven by the fact that 50% of our 
retailers already have an existing Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) practice in place, as 
our recent survey revealed. Hence, the intro-
duction is timely," says Sunway Malls and Theme 
Parks CEO H C Chan. 

A view of Sunway 

City. All new 

townships and 

buildings completed 

from 2025 onwards 

by the Sunway 

Group will be 

certified as green. 

He adds that Sunway Malls is the first among 
the malls in Malaysia to incorporate this. The 
green lease focuses on decarbonisation initia-
tives in the areas of waste, energy and water. It 
will encourage the remaining retailers to par-
ticipate in the SDG agenda. 

"We are hopeful that through dialogue and 
collaboration, the majority of our retailers can 
embark on this sustainability journey together," 
Chan says. 

Additionally, starting in 2023, Sunway Group 
will select suppliers, contractors and vendors 
whose values are aligned with its own as part of 
the company's responsible sourcing initiative. 
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Getting ready tor EVs 
and renewable energy 

(Left) 

D'Network@Setia 

Eco Park is the 

world's first solar-

powered hybrid food 

& beverage hub, 

according to the 

company 

(Right) 

Setia SPICE 

Convention Centre is 

the first hybrid solar 

panel convention 

centre in the world, 

according to the 

company. 

P
roperty developer S P Setia Bhd 
wants to build developments that 
are ready for the low-carbon 
future. One of the initiatives it 
has introduced is a partnership 
with the nation's largest electric-
ity utility, Tenaga Nasional Bhd 
(Tenaga). In April, S P Setia signed 

a memorandum of understanding with Tenaga to 
provide smart and renewable energy solutions 
for the developer's projects. 

"This is the first phase of S P Setia's green 
initiatives in partnership with Tenaga. We will 
strive to build infrastructure that will gener-
ate clean and renewable energy for the homes, 
offices and commercial properties that we live 
or work in. We aim to have all our future devel-
opments to be solar-, battery- and electric-ve-
hicle-ready," says president and CEO Datuk 
Choong Kai Wai. 

S P Setia has appointed GSPARX Sdn Bhd, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Tenaga, to provide 
about lOMWp (megawatt peak) 
of rooftop solar panels for 
seven of its commercial build- '<f 
ings, which should reduce up - ? 

to 9,053 metric tonnes of car- ^wBajiBgi 
bon dioxide per year. 

"Our commitment to sus-
tainability and conservation 
of the environment is evident 
in our townships, particularly 
Bandar Setia Alam and Setia 
Alam Impian; in our Eco series 
such as Setia Eco Park and Setia Eco Glades; and 
in our upcoming development in Setia Warisan 
Tropika, Sepang, Selangor," he says. 

The company uses eco-friendly construction 
materials such as low volatile organic compound 
(VOC) paint, tempered glass, bluescope metal 
steel roof, asbestos-free cellulose fibre cement 
board, reinforced wall panels and eco-label tiles. 

S P Setia Bhd and 

Tenaga Nasional 

Bhd kick-started 

their green initiative 

partnership with 

the installation of 

solar panels on 

the developer's 

corporate 

headquarters in 

Setia Alam, 

Shah Alam 

"We aim to have all our future 
developments to be solar-, battery 
and electric-vehicle-ready." 
C H O O N G 

S P Setia anticipates green 
buildings to become a key 
trend in the property market 
in the near term, especially 
among the younger gener-
ation, whose members have 
become prominent voices in 

pushing for green reforms. 
Choong notes that the government is deter-

mined to make Malaysia a low-carbon country 
by 2040 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. 

"To this end, we look forward to a clearer set 
of guidelines for the building industry, coupled 
with incentives that would spur industry players 
towards their adoption," he adds. 

AUTHOR: Tan Siew Mung     SECTION: SUPPLEMENT     PAGE: 118TO123     PRINTED SIZE: 2771.00cm²
REGION: KL     MARKET: Malaysia     PHOTO: Full Color     ASR: MYR 47,711.00     ITEM ID: MY0050503831

Page 5 of 7

28 NOV, 2022

BUILDING A GREENER FUTURE

The Edge, Malaysia

10080872
Highlight

10080872
Highlight

10080872
Highlight



Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in any form without the prior
consent of the copyright owner.

AUTHOR: Tan Siew Mung     SECTION: SUPPLEMENT     PAGE: 118TO123     PRINTED SIZE: 2771.00cm²
REGION: KL     MARKET: Malaysia     PHOTO: Full Color     ASR: MYR 47,711.00     ITEM ID: MY0050503831

Page 6 of 7

28 NOV, 2022

BUILDING A GREENER FUTURE

The Edge, Malaysia


