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CCGT plant to 
complement solar 
for net-zero goals 
KUALA LUMPUR: The combined 
cycle gas t u r b i n e (CCGT) p o w e r 
p lan t is expec ted t o p lay a vi ta l 
role in address ing gaps in t h e 
power grid and complemen t ing 
solar in te rmi t t ency , as Malaysia 
w o r k s t o w a r d s achieving i ts 
net -zero goals by 2050, an expe r t 
said. 

Malays ia ' s Grid Sys t em 
O p e r a t o r chief engineer , Rof idah 
M o h a m e d , said t h e c o u n t r y 
is b lessed w i t h a b u n d a n t 
sunl igh t , enab l ing h igh so lar 
ene rgy o u t p u t du r ing t h e 
d a y a n d r educ ing re l iance on 
conven t iona l genera tors . 

"However , if it s u d d e n l y r a in s 
or c louds block t h e sun l igh t , 
d i s r u p t i n g so lar e n e r g y 
gene ra t ion , w h o s t e p s in to fill 
t h e gap? 

"This is w h e r e gas f r o m CCGT 
p o w e r p l an t s p roves essent ial , as 
it is f lexible e n o u g h t o br idge t h e 
shor t fa l l and t empora r i ly replace 
solar energy," she said. 

"In fac t , w i t h t h e n e w gas 
t u r b i n e p lant , p o w e r o u t p u t 
c an r a m p u p f r o m zero t o 100 
per c en t w i t h i n 30 m i n u t e s , 
m a k i n g it e x t r e m e l y u s e f u l a t 
n ight , especia l ly w h e n t h e r e is 
no sunl ight ," she to ld B e r n a m a 
w h e n m e t a t t h e CGN Energy 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co Ltd (CGNEI) 
Gas T u r b i n e P o w e r G e n e r a t i o n 
Confe rence 2025, yes te rday . 

Rof idah exp re s sed h o p e t h a t 
CCGT p o w e r p l a n t s w o u l d 
c o n t i n u e t o c o m p l e m e n t so lar 
e n e r g y w i t h i n t h e grid, as 
Malays ia p rog re s se s t o w a r d s i t s 
ne t -zero c a r b o n emiss ions t a r g e t 
by 2050. 

"We do n o t w a n t t o re ly on 
coal, a s it is one of t h e m o s t 
po l lu t ing e n e r g y sources . So w e 
will gradual ly p h a s e it out . 

"What will r e m a i n a re gas, 
solar, a n d large h y d r o p l a n t s 
- fo r example, in T e r e n g g a n u a n d 
Kelantan," she said. 

Edra P o w e r Hold ings Sdn 
Bhd, in co l l abora t ion w i t h i t s 
s h a r e h o l d e r CGNEI, h o s t e d t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e in Kuala L u m p u r 
y e s t e r d a y , t h e m e d "Empower ing 
t h e F u t u r e t h r o u g h Collect ive 
Wisdom a n d Win-Win 
Collaboration". 

The e v e n t b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r 
ove r 200 key s t a k e h o l d e r s f r o m 
47 o r g a n i s a t i o n s ac ross China , 
Malays ia a n d S o u t h Korea t o 
f o s t e r i n d u s t r y col labora t ion and 
c h a r t a p a t h t o w a r d s a c leaner , 
m o r e inc lus ive ene rgy f u t u r e f o r 
Asean. 

It a lso s h o w c a s e d CGNEI's 
l a t e s t a d v a n c e m e n t s in gas 
t u r b i n e p o w e r gene ra t ion , 
whi l e s t r e n g t h e n i n g i n d u s t r y 
consensus , p r o m o t i n g 
technolog ica l i nnova t ion , 

a n d e n h a n c i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p a r t n e r s h i p s a n d t a l e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t in s u p p o r t of t h e 
g reen a n d low-ca rbon e n e r g y 
t rans i t ion . 

Edra c h a i r m a n a n d p r e s i d e n t 
J i ang Xin said t h e c o m p a n y 
is wel l -pos i t ioned t o s u p p o r t 
Malaysia ' s ne t - ze ro a m b i t i o n s 
by a t t r a c t i n g s t r a t eg i c i n v e s t o r s 
a n d global exper t ise . 

"We a r e p r o u d t o h o s t t h i s 
s ign i f i can t even t , w h i c h n o t 
on ly se rves as a p l a t f o r m f o r 
d ia logue a n d k n o w l e d g e 
exchange , b u t also ac t s as 
a ca t a ly s t in acce le ra t ing 
Malaysia 's t r a n s i t i o n t o a low-
carbon , s u s t a i n a b l e e n e r g y 
sys tem, in l ine w i t h t h e Na t iona l 
Energy T rans i t i on Roadmap," he 
said in a s t a t e m e n t . 

Also p r e s e n t a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
w a s t h e Chinese A m b a s s a d o r 
t o Malaysia , O u y a n g Yujing. — 
Bernama 

Rofidah expressed hope that CCGT power plants would continue to 
complement solar energy within the grid, as Malaysia progresses towards its 
net-zero carbon emissions target by 2050. 
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