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The onus on owners

Landlords whose properties are being used as the base for illegal online gambling cannot claim
ignorance and will face action too as the police aim to wipe out syndicates operating in rented
premises. >See reports by FARIK ZOLKEPLI and RASHVINJEET S. BEDI on page 3

Action against gambling ramped up

Cops to use Poca and Amlatfa against owners of premises and licence holders

By FARIK ZOLKEPLI
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Bukit Aman will
he zeroing in on not just illegal gam-
syndicates but also owners of
who rent out their build-
for the a

il"85 mﬂksgn dirmnr Comm
Damk Huzir Mohamed warned that
stern action would be taken, includ-
ing using the Prevention of Crime
Act (Poca) and Anti-Money Laun-
dering and Anti-Terrorism Finan-

cing Act (Amlatfa),
“We are seriously c

ing

the syndicates, but now we will be
taking action against all elements
connected to illegal gambling, inclu-
ding owners of premises and those
who abuse their business licences,”
he said.

Bukit Aman CID had gone all out
to combat illegal online gamhling
since early last year but it ha
returned nationwide, especially in
Selangor, he added.

“We will cooperate much more
closely with relevant agencies,
including Tenaga Nasional Berhad
(TNB) and local councils, to wipe
out illegal g g in the country.

using these two provisions since

illegal online gambling activities

operated by syndicates have started
ain.

again.
“Prior to this, our focus was on

'lmrncaandmm

to gambling syndicates
cut all elements connected to these
heinous activities.

“We will also recommend to local
councils to revoke the business
Et'im n!‘wgﬁﬂmpu“?‘mani:

ops selling cards who are
cahoots with mbling syndi-
cates,” Comm Huzir said.

Agencies such as TNB will be

tasked with cutting the
ﬁr;l);l:f premises used m

He disclosed that every OCPD
would be instructed to identify and
track down property mﬁ wl&jo
played a part in helping the syn
cates in their respective distri

“I am confident that we will be

gambling has been active again in
the state,” he noted.

Comm Huzir urged the people to
inform the police of illegal gam-
bling activities so that quick action
could be taken.

Poca allows the detention of a
smpectforapeﬂndofuptomn

However,
tored and reviewed by the Crime
Prevention Board, to prevent any
abuse of the law.

Those who commit an offence
under Section 4(1) of Amlatfa could
face imprisonment not zxmed.lnﬁ 15
years and a fine of not less than
times the sum or value of the pro-
ceeds of an unlawful activity or
instrumentalities at the time the

illegal offence was committed, or RM5mil,

whichever is higher, upon convic-
tio

n

On Saturday, videos on the Hot
Burger Malaysia Facebook page,
which showed alleged illegal gam-
bling and the selling of contraband
cigarettes in Bandar Baru Sungai
Bulah, had gone viral. As at 6pm on
i:nda)q an eight- mmmelm\g video

two million views
while another wl\jr.h lasted 13 min-
utes had 4.5 million views.
The complainant also alleged that
his life could be in danger as a
result of the revelations.

Action against

accomplices
See page 5
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