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TNB-GDS COLLABORATION SIGNALS POSITIVE GROWTH IN FOREIGN INVESTMENT  
FOR DATA CENTRE MARKET IN MALAYSIA 

 

• TNB in a strategic collaboration & partnership for the supply of high voltage electricity 
to GDS’s Data Centre in Nusajaya Tech Park, Johor Bahru. 

• GDS Nusajaya Tech Park Phase 1 Data Centres are to start operations with an interim 
supply of 16MW in mid-2023. 

• TNB committed to provide a permanent supply of 85.5MW within 2023  
 
In support of Malaysia’s aspiration to be the next regional hub for data centres, Tenaga 
Nasional Berhad (TNB) has formed a strategic partnership with GDS IDC Services (Malaysia) 
Sdn Bhd (GDS) through the provision of high voltage electricity supply to GDS’s first data 
centre campus in the country. 
 
The collaboration, via an Electricity Supply Agreement (ESA), was sealed in October 2022. 
Under the ESA, TNB aims to fulfil the power requirement of GDS’s data centre campus at the 
Nusajaya Tech Park in Johor Bahru.  
 
TNB has taken steps to enable the data centre to start operations in July 2023 through an 
interim supply of 16MW. Plans are underway to ensure the increased maximum demand of 
85.5MW is delivered within 2023. 
 
TNB President and Chief Executive Officer, Dato’ Indera Ir. Baharin Din said, through its 
provision of power supply, TNB is complementing the government’s foreign investment-
friendly policies to nurture a healthy data centre market and help the industry achieve its 
business objectives. 
 
Speaking at the Signing Ceremony of the Supplemental Agreement to the ESA held at TNB 
Platinum, Bangsar on 21 March 2023, he said as the national utility corporation, TNB is fully 
committed in delivering timely and reliable electricity supply to the project within the agreed 
time frame.  
 
The agreement was signed by TNB Chief Retail Officer, Kamal Arifin A. Rahman and GDS Chief 
Operating Officer, Jamie Khoo. The ceremony was witnessed by Ir. Baharin Din and GDS 
Founder, Chairman & CEO, William Wei Huang. 
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Noting that TNB and GDS shared common goals and ambitions towards a greener future, 
Baharin said, “We are confident that our collaboration with GDS has great potential to benefit 
both parties as well as Malaysians. In support of GDS’ aspiration of becoming the first data 
centre company to achieve carbon neutrality, with 100% use of renewable energy by 2030, 
TNB will extend its collaboration into the provision of smart energy solutions.” 
 
He added that this collaboration “is one of many initiatives that is accelerating the growth of 
the nation’s digital economy, which is further driven by the increased usage of cloud-based 
services, IoT, big data analytics and the rapid pace of digitalisation in the region.” 
 
William meanwhile said, “We are very delighted to deepen our relationship with TNB. With 
TNB’s unwavering commitment in providing reliable electricity supply to our data centre 
campus in Johor, GDS is well-positioned to offer world-class data centre services in the region, 
further strengthening Malaysia’s digital infrastructure and accelerating its digital 
transformation and growth. 
 
“In addition, we look forward to the collaboration with TNB in the adoption of renewable 
energy as part of our sustainable development efforts, such as a smart green solution, 
including rooftop solar with GSPARX, connectivity solution with Allo, and new green 
technology with TNB Renewables. 
 
“Through this strategic partnership, we believe we can make significant contributions to 
support Malaysia's ambition in becoming a data centre hub and driving the regional digital 
economy. We are grateful for TNB's support and strive to foster a fruitful partnership ahead.’’ 
 
In driving the nation's energy transition, TNB is focused on providing sustainable energy 
solutions to nurture a conducive marketplace for both local and foreign investors. These 
initiatives are anchored on TNB’s aspiration of achieving net zero emissions by 2050. 

 
 

Released in Kuala Lumpur on 26 March 2023 at 10:00 am 
For further media inquiries, please contact: 

 
TNB 

Hanim Idris 019-2617617 / Grace Tan 016-6626229 / Faiq Haikal 013-3889606 
or email us at: media@tnb.com.my  

 
GDS IDC Services (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd  

gdsintlmktg@gds-international.com / +65 60150519,  
or Yoyo Ko, yoyo.ko@hkstrateiges.com  
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About Tenaga Nasional Berhad 
 
Tenaga Nasional Berhad (www.tnb.com.my) is a leading Malaysian utility company in Asia 
with an international presence in the United Kingdom, Kuwait, Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, and 
India. Within the renewable energy space, as of December 2022, TNB has a total gross 
portfolio of 2,896MW in Malaysia (including 2,536.1MW of large hydro) and 993MW across 
the UK, Turkiye, and India comprising mainly solar, wind, and hydro energy generation assets. 
In addition to being the nation’s primary electricity generation enterprise, TNB also transmits 
and distributes all the electricity in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and the Federal Territory of 
Labuan. As of 31 December 2022, TNB supplies electricity to approximately 10.6 million 
customers. 
 
About GDS IDC Services (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd 
 
GDS IDC Services (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd is a subsidiary of GDS Holdings Limited (NASDAQ: GDS; 
HKEX: 9698). GDS is a leading developer and operator of high-performance data centres in 
China. The Company’s facilities are strategically located in China’s primary economic hubs 
where demand for high-performance data centre services is concentrated. The Company also 
builds, operates, and transfers data centres at other locations selected by its customers in 
order to fulfil their broader requirements. The Company’s data centres have large net floor 
area, high power capacity, density and efficiency, and multiple redundancies across all critical 
systems. 
 
GDS is carrier and cloud-neutral, which enables its customers to access all the major PRC 
telecommunications networks, as well as the largest PRC and global public clouds which are 
hosted in many of its facilities. The Company offers co-location and a suite of value-added 
services, including managed hybrid cloud services through direct private connection to 
leading public clouds, managed network services, and, where required, the resale of public 
cloud services. The Company has a 22-year track record of service delivery, successfully 
fulfilling the requirements of some of the largest and most demanding customers for 
outsourced data centre services in China. The Company’s customer base consists 
predominantly of hyperscale cloud service providers, large internet companies, financial 
institutions, telecommunications carriers, IT service providers, and large domestic private 
sector and multinational corporations. 
 
  



 

 

                         
        S.A. 2023/03/26_19 (HQ) 

Page 4 of 4 
 

 

 
 
TNB Chief Retail Officer, Kamal Arifin A. Rahman (second left) presenting the signed 
Supplemental Agreement to the Electricity Supply Agreement (ESA) to GDS Chief Operating 
Officer, Jamie Khoo (second right). The ceremony was witnessed by TNB President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Dato' Indera Ir. Baharin Din (far left) and GDS Founder, Chairman & CEO, 
William Wei Huang (far right). 


